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Thanks to Sheila Yeo, for her online
document containing transcriptions of Yeo wills.
This enabled me to discover Beaple Yeo.

Thanks also to Tony Morgan and Bev Croft for their help with finding the bundles of
documents in Barnstaple.

This document is long, and written by an amateur.
If you do not have time to read it all then please just click below, and read:

e the introduction
e pages71land72
e the conclusion

Online viewing will enable the ancient handwritten documents to
be read properly and fully appreciated, as they do not print very well.

This supercedes both previous accounts of William Henry’s life.
It contains many corrections, and is the definitive version.

© Angela Morgan (November 2021)



In loving memory of my father
Edward Brian (known as Brian),
Faith Valerie (his elder sister), and
Judith Margaret (his younger sister).
The children of Malcolm Edward Morgan and Hilda Gladys Potter.



Introduction

When | started family tree research in the early 1980s, | used to get the train to London and
manually search the registration index books at St Catherine’s House. Four (two feet high, six
inches thick) leather bound volumes had to be heaved down from shelves and carried to a table
for each year searched. The internet was a dream come true for genealogists, as slowly but surely,
digitised records started being published online.

By 2005, the registration indexes from 1837 had been published online, and so had the censuses of
1871, 1881 and 1891. With the help of the birth certificates of his son Edward Morgan (my great
grandfather) and his siblings, | found William Henry in all these 3 censuses. He gave his place of
birth as Barnstaple, Devon.

| also found William Henry’s marriage certificate. | then discovered that he was illegitimate,
because the name of his father was blank:
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In this same year, 2005, | produced my first book, ‘The Morgan Family Tree’. William Henry was at
the top of the tree, with no parents. | was desperate to learn more about him, other than what |
already knew; he was illegitimate, and hailed from the Barnstaple area.

| had been intrigued for decades by a family rumour that we had an illegitimate Luttrell in the
family. My auntie Faith told me how Edward Morgan’s wife Olivia, used to refer to a ‘Luttrell
bastard’ somewhere in the family (this word was fairly neutral and factual until the second half of
the 20" century, when it became offensive). She would also apparently, on occasions, refer to
herself as Olivia Luttrell-Morgan.

The possible Luttrell connection was romantic and attractive. Whose name should have been in
the blank space on the above marriage certificate? Was William Henry the man that Olivia Morgan
had referred to? What could my surname have been? Could it have been Luttrell?!

After producing my first book, | continued doggedly searched for more information, exploiting the
evolving internet in every possible way. In April 2006, the earlier 1841, 1851 and 1861 censuses
became available online, providing a host of new opportunities for clues. Pretty rapidly, | found
William Henry’s mother in the 1841 census. Her name was Elizabeth Morgan, and she lived with
William Henry in Barnstaple, in Devon. William Henry was stated as being aged 8, meaning that he
was born in 1833 or 1834.



| became fascinated with the fact that Elizabeth Morgan was shown as having the occupation ‘Ind’
in that census. This meant that she was of independent means, and did not have a profession.

| wondered how a single mother would have been able to support herself in 1841, with no
occupation and no national support or benefit schemes being in existence.

After 2006, my family tree work on the Morgan side of my heritage ceased for several years. | had
reached a dead end with working backwards. | was overjoyed to have found Elizabeth Morgan’s
name, but could see no prospect of being able to go any further.

Late in 2013 my uncle, Bill Booth phoned me. He had been contacted by my Australian second
cousin, Tony Morgan. Tony was also conducting family history research, and was hoping to be put
in touch with somebody in the family in England who shared his interest. Tony and | started
exchanging emails and information, particularly with regard to William Henry’s unknown father. |
was very surprised to learn that the Australian branch of the Morgan family had heard the same
rumour about an illegitimate Luttrell connection.

| was spurred on to re-kindle my investigations, and | started spending considerable amounts of
time searching for information about Elizabeth and William Henry.

Early in 2014, | had a ‘eureka’ moment that made my heart beat very fast. | was spending yet
another evening trawling through Google search results for pages containing the words Elizabeth,
William, Henry, Morgan and Barnstaple, when | found the will of a man named Beaple Yeo, in a
document containing scores of transcribed Yeo wills, (https://yeoonline.net/wills). This collection
was compiled by Sheila Yeo, who started the “Yeo One Name Study” (now managed by Martyn
Yeo). Beaple Yeo had bequeathed ‘Elizabeth Ann Morgan and her son William Henry’, both of
Barnstaple, an annuity of £50 a year for life, in 1837. | thought that this must surely have been my
paternal great-great-great grandmother, Elizabeth Morgan, and her son William Henry, and that
Beaple Yeo must be the missing name on William Henry’s marriage certificate. Without
corroborative evidence, | could not be absolutely sure, and broadcast it as a fact, but in my mind |
could see no other explanation. £50 a year was a lot of money in 1837, and would account for her
having stated that she was ‘of independent means’ in the 1841 census. Since then, | have found
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| passed on my findings to Tony Morgan in Adelaide. He was in contact with a professional
researcher, and that person, Bev Croft, found details (I now believe through the National Archives
website) of two bundles of documents held at the North Devon Records Office in Barnstaple. Tony
passed the details on to me and | visited Barnstaple to examine the documents.

| settled down in the North Devon Records Office, my hands shaking as | undid the ribbon that held
together each of the two bundles. They were substantial. There were many bills that had been
settled from Beaple Yeo'’s estate. There were also letters that had been written by William Henry
after his mother Elizabeth’s death in 1904. There was a wealth of information that provided an
amazing insight into Beaple’s life, Elizabeth’s life, and how their lives were linked. He had paid for
things like her shoe repairs, and William Henry’s doctor. | had purchased a photography pass, and
so photographed all the documents. Most of those documents are contained in this book.

My day was about to get even better. After spending around three hours examining the
documents, | looked through the 1833 and 1834 entries in the parish register microfiches for
evidence of William Henry’s birth. | found it hard not to shout out when | found the entry, and my
heart started pounding. It was not in the name Morgan but in the name Yeo. This is not the full
story; a manuscript amendment had been made at the bottom of the page. The rector, in the
presence of Elizabeth Morgan, wrote that the original entry was erroneous. The words in the
original entry were re-written, with the surname Morgan instead of Yeo. Here is the original entry
together with an extract of the addendum:
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| had never dreamed that my trip to Barnstaple would definitively prove William Henry’s
fatherhood, and answer the question that the whole family worldwide has been pondering for
potentially 200 years. The Luttrell myth was indeed a myth. However, as is often the case, the
myth contained an element of truth. The Morgan family did indeed stem from a man belonging to
an ancient west country family of standing, but the Yeos rather than the Luttrells. | floated on air
as | left the Records Office. | had an enormous smile on my face, a spring in my step and was
oblivious to the torrential rain as | made my way back to my hotel. We were blood descendants of
Yeos. There could be no clearer evidence and proof. | could not wait to email Tony.

Many of the Yeo life events referred to in these pages, took place at the church of St Augustine the
Less in Bristol. Very sadly, that fine church is no longer standing. It, and its graveyard, have
disappeared completely.

| wondered why there were so many unpaid bills settled from Beaple Yeo’s estate. | discovered
that, at that time, it was customary for clients who were known to be financially secure to be billed
once a year, or even once every two years. | am very glad that this was so, as | believe these bills
provide the personal detail that make this account so interesting. | hope that my readers will
agree.



10

11

12

13

CONTENTS

(Click on a title or heading to jump to it)

SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE ..........ccccccuvivenrenirnns

Family tree From the author’'s PErsSPECLIVE ... eveiceirenrc ettt et e

William Yeo of Northam (Was @liVe iN 1731) .ottt st ettt st e et es st st s et es et seenn
Beaple YEo of NOIrtham (1720 — 1764) ....c.uvvceeieeeeseeieesienseteeetesesise e sss st sesassstessssssaseses esesesesssssessssesase sessssasas
Beaple Yeo of Northam’s son: William Mounier Yeo (1761 — 1809) .......ccceeeverreireenerireseserinseesesssesseseseseens
William Mounier Yeo's eldest son: William Arundel YEo (1790 — 1862) .....ccccuevveereeeseeeieeereereeeeveeevsesaneas
William Mounier Yeo's second son: George Barbor Roch Yeo (1795 — 1818) .....cccvvveverceeenercecieennree e s
William Mounier Yeo's third son: Beaple Yeo of Clifton (1797 — 1837) ...cceceeeeveeereeererree e eveve s

ELIZABETH MORGAN'’S LIFE BEFORE BEAPLE ..........cccccceivernmnrinsnrieinnnnnnssessassanenns

Elizabeth Morgan of Crediton (1814 — 1904) ......cccuveeieierireeesieirectestire s esee st ssase et ses e esesssssstessssssesessssssasens
Elizabeth Morgan’s probable PArents ...ttt st et e r et st e esa s e etesbennnns
Elizabeth MoOrgan’s Early lifE ...ttt sttt st st s s saeebe st s et sessrs et sbenssesbns

BEAPLE YEO'S LIFE BEFORE ELIZABETH ........ccooiiiiiiiieiniiissnse e saecnees

Beaple Yeo’s life in Clifton (NOW part of Bristol) ......ccooeccieiieiiee ettt vttt b v s st s nanns
BEAPIE YEO'S MOVE 10 DEVON ..eierieieeie ettt st et sttt e st et st st et ebe s et ea ses s et ses et ea sessesenesensenene s
Beaple’s life in Devon, and ElIZADETN ...ttt sttt r et st et es e ae st nas

THE BIRTH OF WILLIAM HENRY YEO ....ccocciiiuiiininniininnnninninnnnncsnnnsnniisesssseesnsens
ELIZABETH CONTINUES HER LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH ...........ccccu.....
BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH .......cccceeveeneniuniunae

Beaple CONLINUES NS TIFE ..ottt st e st et e s s e st es e sa b e enna
1837 — BEAPIE YEO 'S AECIINE ..ottt sttt et st e e e b es et st se e s et es st abesbensasesbesarsasestesen

BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS ......coiviieiiinnineessnnnenne

ADOUL Granby HOUSE ....c.ueiiiiiiecie sttt st st st st ete st e e e e s st e s et es et es et essaesaesaesbesbessansessensensensensesneneennen
Beaple leaves Devon and returns to Granby House in Clifton, Bristol ........cccevveiviveneccecevecrier e e

BEAPLE’S DEATH AND FUNERAL ......coiiviiiiniiite ittt sssssas e sas s asaases

BEAPIE S HEALN ...t e bbb ea e bbb s et et et eb et en s
BEAPIES FUNEIAI ...ttt st sttt st et st et st bbb sttt s bbb st bbb st bt eae sen et eae sen bt eneens

BEAPLE’S WILL, AND ITS ANNUITY ...ccciviiiiiniieineieiecsececsecssessessssssssssssssssassssesees
WILLIAM HENRY YEO BECOMES A MORGAN ......cccviuriiinisnnicssnnnssnnnsssnnssssnessssnens

The 105S Of the YEO CONNECLION ..ovuieiieiet it ettt st ettt st ss e se et seeses s e s esesae st sessassesereanesen sesens
The birth of William Henry —how the Parish Register finally I00KS .........ccceeveeeiiceneresereeee e

WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH MORGAN'’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE ......................
Elizabeth and William HENry — the 18405 ......ccceeeiieieeie e sttt e st se s et es e st se s es s asssnesesessesaesensssean
Elizabeth and William HeNry —the 18505 ........ci oottt ettt et r e vaes s et e e e e e e s e e sae e saean
Elizabeth and William HENry — the 18605 .......ccceeeeirrireiieeie s seseietee et sesseresssestesesesessssassssesessessnssnsesessenn
Elizabeth and William HENrY — the 18705 .....cciceeeeietireee ettt st ss et e sre st se e es s asssneseeses s aesessssean
Elizabeth and William Henry —the 1880S ...ttt eeveet v s e s s e e e e e e s e e e ne e s
Elizabeth and William Henry —the 18905 .........ccc ettt ettt eree vt s et e e e e e e s e e sae e e s
Elizabeth and William Henry — the 19005 .......cccecerieimieieeie s seseereeseesae st ssesesssessesessessesassessssesessessnssnsessssenn

ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGALCY ....cccceviiiisirnensinsuisssssssssssesesssesssssassessesssssases

ElIZaDeth’s dEAtH .c.ceeee ettt e e bbb eb e b st ae b e et e b st eten
Letters relating to EliZabeth’s [EGACY ...ttt st s st et st st sbe et saeabesaeenas

THE DEATHS OF WILLIAM HENRY AND HIS HALF-BROTHER ..........cccccceviurinnnrnnnce
CONCLUSION ......coiiiiniiiiinntiininiinsissinissneiisnnssssissssssssssansssssssssssssssesssasssssasssasssnsassss



1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

Family Tree From the Author’s Perspective

This shows the author’s paternal male lineage, starting with being Yeo in the early 18t century, and
changing to Morgan on 2" October 1837. It does not continue downwards beyond my grandfather,
Malcolm Edward Morgan. Naturally, there are many other Yeos and Morgans not represented here.
However, this diagram does contain everybody mentioned in this book, and some others besides.

The author's paternal

I’eat- I’eat— I’eat— reat_ William YEO (William YEO of Northam)
g g g fg Lived Northam, Devon in August 1731
great-great-grandfaher as & marinar
! %
Anne YEO Beaple YEO (Beaple YEO of Northam) Anne YEO

Was alive in 1731 Was alive in 1731

Baptised 8th June 1720, Northam, Devon

Married Mary ROCH, 1757, Atherington, Devon

Died 18th June 1764, Atherington, Devon

William Mounier YEO
Baptised 23rd February 1761, Atherington, Devon

Married Phillis Arundell O'NEILL 2nd Jul 1787, Clifton, Bristol

Buried 9th March 1809, Clifton, Bristol

George Barbor Roch

Mary Arundell YEO

Baptised 12th Nov 1788,
Clifton, Bristol

Buried 2nd Jan 1789, St

Augustine the Less, Clifton,

Bristol

William Arundell YEO

Baptised 13th Jul 1790,

Clifton, Bristol

Married Eliza
BERNARD
12th May 1827,
Clifton, Bristol

Died 26th Apr 1862,
Fremington, Devon

YEO

Baptised 5th Mar 1795,
Clifton, Bristol

Buried 20th Apr 1818,
Southwark, London

Beaple YEO

Baptised 26th Oct 1797, Clifton, Bristol

Died 19th Aug 1837, Granby House, Clifton, Bristol

Buried 26th August 1837, St Augustine the Less, Clifton, Bristol

Phillis YEO

Buried (a child) 31st Jul
1800, Clifton, Bristol

Bristol

Frances Susanna Mary YEO

Baptised 23rd Feb 1808,
Clifton, Bristol

Buried 20th Dec 1808, Clifton,

Probably baptis
6th Oct 1814,

Married George
ROTTENBERRY
19th Jan 1845

North Witchford

~ " 7|Elizabeth MORGAN

Crediton, Devon

Died 22 May 1904,

ed

Died 6th Nov 1870

George ROTTENBERRY

Cambs
| E— 1
. . - Emily
Mary Arundel YEO William Arundell YEO Eliza Bernard YEQ William Henry (YEO) MORGAN John Morgan ROTTENBERRY ROTTENBERRY
Born 1st Oct 1835 Baptised YEO 26th Aug 1834, St Peter's Church, Barnstaple, Devon Born c. 1846 Born c. 1851
Baptised 18th Aug 1830, Baptised 15th Mar 1838,
Saint Minver,Cornwall Baptised 1 Oth Aug St Minver, Cornwall Changed to MORGAN 2nd Oct 1837, St Peter's Church, Barnstaple, :
Died 27 Mar 1909
1836, Cornwall Devon
Married Sophia ANDERSON 17 December 1866,
Shoreditch, Middlesex
Died 22 January 1909, Feltham, Staines, Middlesex
Ada Sophia Gertrude Edgar George
George Henry MORGAN Edward MORGAN Frank MORGAN Alfred E MORGAN MORGAN MORGAN MORGAN

Born: 1867 - 1868

The author's paternal
grandfaher

Born 3rd Jul 1870, Marylebone Born: 17-11-1871

Married Olivia Eliza Jane KEEN,
8 Apr 1895, Fulham

Died 20 Apr 1941, Midhurst, Kent

Born: 1873 - 1874

Born: 1-02-1875

Edward MORGAN

Born 17 December 1903, Battersea, London

Married Hilda Gladys POTTER, 17 Sep 1927,
Croydon

Died 13 Apr 1968, Coulsdon

Born: 1877 - 1878

Born: 1880
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William Yeo of Northam (was alive in 1731)

My story begins with William Yeo of Northam. | stumbled across him by accident, whilst
browsing the National Archives website.

There is a document held by the South West Heritage Trust relating to a lease taken out on
1°t August 1731 by William Yeo and two other men. The lease was for part of a demolished
house in Northam, Devon. The document summary shows that William Yeo of Northam was
a mariner. It also shows the names of the son and two daughters that he had at that time.
His son was Beaple Yeo, and this man (referred to in this document as Beaple Yeo of
Northam) was the paternal grandfather of William Henry Yeo (later to become Morgan).

Catalogue description
Devon Record Office

Reference: Z16/1/21/2

This record is held by Devon Archives and Local
Studies Service (South West Heritage Trust)

Description: Northam See contact details

Counterpart lease:

Title: Devon Record Office

(1) Abraham Barnfield of East-Putford, gent., and Thomas Phillipps of Poughill, Help with your research
Cornwall, gent. How to use this catalogue

(2) William Yeo of Northam, mariner

Two tenth parts of a demolished dwelling house in the town of Northam now in
the possession of (2)

Term: 99 years or the lives of Beaple Yeo, Anne Yeo and Mary Yeo, son and
daughters of (2)

Rent: 1s
Heriot: 25

Consideration: £4 10s
Date: 1 August 1731 5 George Il

Held by: Devon Archives and Local Studies Service (South West Heritage Trust), not
available at The National Archives

Former reference inits  DD. 47238
original department:

Language: English




1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

Beaple Yeo of Northam (1720 — 1764)

William Henry’s great grandfather, Beaple Yeo, was baptised on 8 June 1720 in Northam,

Devon.

Beaple Yeo of Northam attended Barnstaple School, and whilst there, in 1736, he
contributed to a book of Latin poetry. The list of subscribers page shows his name, but we
do not know which poems were submitted by him.

0

containing also the

LUCK, Robert. A Miscellany of new Poems, on several occasions ...
added Poemata quaedam Latina. United Kingdom, n.p, 1736.
Source: Google Books (out of copyright)
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

He went on to study at Exeter College Oxford and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree

in1742.
Oxford University Alusnni, 1500-1286

Yeol!; Beaple, s. William, of Northam, Devon, gent.

XETER COLL., matric. 1x April, 1739, aged 18 ;
B.A. 1742, rector of Atherington, Devon.

Yeo, Edward Rouse (‘ Rooe’ in Mat. Reg.), s. George,
of Huish, Devon, arm. EXETER COLL., matric. 3
Feb., 1761, aged 18; of Huish (which he sold),
M.P. Coaventry 1774-80, and 1781, until his death 23

.y 1782,
Yeoé George, s. Rich., of Huish, Devon, arm. EXETER
OLL., matric, 8 April, 1730, aged 17 ; bar.-at-law,
Middle Temple, 1737. (28]
Yeoﬁ Gerald, 2s. Robert, of Streatham, Surrey, arm.
NIVERSITY COLL., matric. 1x Oct., 1884, aged
18 ; B.A. 1888.

Yeo, John, s. Richard, of Huish, Devon, arm. EXE-
TER COLL., matric. 3 April, 1734, aged 17 ; B.A. 2x
March, 1737-8, M.A. 1740.

Yeo, William Arundell, o.s. William Arundell, of St.
Minver, Cornwall, arm, ORIEL CoLL., matric. 3
I(tpae. 1854, aged 18 ; B.A. 1858, bar.-at-law, Inner
Lgr:lple, 1863, died 9 Sep., 1880, See Efon School

25IS.

Yeomans, Heory, s. William, of Worcester (city),
arm. lfNva::Rs:rTv CoLL., matric. 12 May, 1803,

PR, |

Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Information
Ancestry.com. Oxford University Alumni, 1500-1886 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007.
Original data: Foster, Joseph. Alumni Oxonienses: The Members of the University of Oxford, 1715-1886 and Alumni Oxonienses: The Members of the University of

Oxford, 1500-1714. Oxford: Parker and Co., 1888-1892.

In 1744 Beaple Yeo of Northam, aged 24, was the Curate at Shirwell Parsonage in North
Devon.

Episcopal Visitation Returns, 1744

/
(%WJ Sherwill, Deanery of Sherwill

e
( dﬁ{zzy o Chanter 2258, 689-5690

-y

Introduction . Population and dissenters: The Number of Families are Seventy no Dissenters of
Introduction any denomination.

[Eighteenth Century Visitations
/About the Documents
Research Areas Alms-house. hospital or charitable endowment: There is no Alms-house Hospital

Conclusion or other Charitable Endowment, within the Parish.
[Editorial Method

ha

Public or charity schools: There is no Publick or Charity School.

B

4. Residence upon cure: | do not reside in my Parsonage House but in a House of
Index to Documents my Own, more convenient for my Family which. is generally Large.
Parish Index

5. Curate: Through Age & Infirmity | am incapable of performing the duty myself, |
Background Material have therefore imploy'd a Curate whose name is Beaple Yeo, Qualified according
[1744 Visitation Questionnaire to the Canons, who lives with me and | allow him 30, Peunds Per Annum.

1779 Visitation Questionnaire

Courtesy of the Friends of Devon Archives
http://www.foda.org.uk/visitations/1744/Chanter225B/Shirwell.htm

Boyd’s Marriage Index shows that he married Mary Roch in 1757, at Atherington in
Devon.

In 1760 he became Rector of St Mary’s church in Atherington.
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

oo

Mame:  William Mounier Yeo

Gender:  Male

Beaple and Mary’s
Birth Date: 23 Feb 1761

son, William
. Baptizm Date: 24 Aug 1761
Mounier Yeo, was -
. . Baptizm Place:  Atherington,Devon,England
baptised in

i Father: Beaple Yeo
Atherington on

23 February 1761.

Mother:  Mary

FHL Film Mumber: 916806

Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions
dated 3 Aug 2021.
Source Information

Ancestry.com. England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2014.
Original data: England, Births and Christenings, 1538-1975. Salt Lake City, Utah: FamilySearch, 2013.

Three years later, in 1764,
Beaple Yeo of Northam died at
the age of 44. There is a
memorial stone inside
Atherington church. The stone
has a large blank area
underneath the inscription:
this usually meant further
inscriptions for family
members etc were planned
but never carried out.

Thanks to John Bromilow, for allowing the inclusion of his photograph.
Original Source: John Bromilow’s Church Monuments in Britain and
France (http://www.churchmonumentsgazetteer.co.uk)

HERE
Is deposited what Remains of
BEAPLE YEO A.B. Rector of
This Church Who Suddenly
Departed this Life the 18th Day

Of June 1764 Aged 44
Be Ye also ready for in such an
Hour as Ye think not of the
Son of Man cometh
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Beaple Yeo of Northam’s son: William Mounier Yeo (1761 — 1809)

William Mounier Yeo was born to Beaple and Mary Yeo in 1761 in Atherington, Devon,
where his father had been the rector for about a year (see previous pages).

This man was William Henry’s paternal grandfather.

On 2 July 1787, William Mounier Yeo, aged 25/26, married Phillis Arundel O’Neill in Clifton,
Bristol.

Bristol, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1935 for William Mounier

N"Q/ 2 Heare wr Ll of thezsParifh / it
onpdes L /eil c‘/r%z/ Dpro k. — e

were:

Married in thlsﬁzz[éby %ﬂ/ . e PR e R R AT b
this fm(ﬁ Day of. ﬂ‘z // in the Year One Thoufand 224 Hundred

and By mcjﬁ’{fz fﬂ/f%lf ‘gzcd/?_,-—

3
This Marriage was folemnized between Us!
€ mm det 0.5t
In the Prefence of { n/ s

%// b A dorek /f‘—@
Negr }’/ A 2/ gapes 1’8 of th/}Parifh“a_aL.T

Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Citation

Bristol Archives; Bristol, England; Bristol Church of England Parish Registers; Reference: P/St.Aug/R/4/b

Source Information

Ancestry.com. Bristol, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1935 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2019.
Original data: Bristol Church of England Parish Registers and Bishop Transcripts, Bristol Record Office, Bristol, England.



1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William Mounier Yeo became an apothecary in Bristol. The local Trade Directories of the
time show that he practised on his own in Chapel Row in 1787, and was in Hotwell Road
in 1792. From 1793-1797 he was in Dowry Square. In 1798 he was listed at Granby House,
and the following year, in 1799, he is shown as being in partnership with Burroughs, and
still at Granby House.

Name:

Dates:
Location:
Oceupation(s):
Gender:
Address(es):

Source Date:

William Yeo
1776-1800

Bristol

surgeon medicine(a)
Male

Chapel row, Bristol

1787

Name:

Dates:
Location:
Occupation(s):
Gender:
Address(es):
Source Date:

Source Info:

William Yeo

1776-1800

Bristol

apothecary medicine(m)
Male

Hotwell road, Bristol
1792

Listed in The New Bristol Directory, for the year 1792, [1792], REED, John.
Bristol; Printed for and sold by Wm Browne, Tolzey; Wm. Bulgin, James

Occupation(s):
Gender:
Address(es):

Source Date:

apothecary medicine(m)
Male
Dowry-square, Bristol, Gloucestershire

1793

Occupation(s):
Gender:
Address(es):
Source Date:

Source Info:

Source Info:  Listed in Matthews's New Bristol Directory for ... 1793-4, 1793, MATTHEWS,
William. Bristol; Printed & Sold by William Matthews, No. 10 Broadmead
Name: William Yeo
Dates: 1776-1800
Location:  Bristol

apothecary medicine(m)
Male

Dowry square, Bristol
1797

Listed in Matthews's New Bristol Directory, for the year, 1797, [1797],
MATTHEWS, William. Bristol; Printed and Sold by William Matthews, 62,
Broad-mead, And may be had of the Booksellers

Occupation(s):
Gender:
Address(es):

Source Date:

SourceInfo:  Listed in The Bristol and Bath Directory [for 1787] ... being the Third Norton, Owen Rees, Joseph Lloyd, Wine Street; Parsons and Hodges
Number of the General Directory of England, Wales, etc., 1787. Bristol; Samuel Johnson, Clare Street; Joseph Cottle, High Street; Thomas Mills,
Printed for the Author by W. Routh, Bridge Street (Printer of Sarah Farley's Corn Street; Joseph Esmond, Thomas Smart, John Street, Peter Haly,
Bristol Journal) Redcliffe Street; Bonner & Middleton, Castle Green; John Rudhall, Small
Street; and Routh and Peach, Bridge Street
. N : illia
Name:  William Yeo eme: William Yeo
Dates:  1776-1800
Dates: 1776-1800
: : i Location:  Bristol
Location:  Bristol Gloucestershire

apothecary medicine(m)
Male
Dowry square, Bristol

1795

Source Info:  listed in Matthews's New Bristol Directory, for the year, 1795, [1795],
MATTHEWS, William. Bristol; Printed and Sold by William Matthews,
No.62, Broad-Mead, and may be had of the Booksellers
Name:  William Yeo
Dates:  1776-1800
Location:  Hotwells

Occupation(s):
Gender:
Address(es):
Source Date:

Source Info:

apothecary medicine(m)
Male

Granby house, Hotwells
1798

Listed in Matthews's Complete Bristol Directory, for the year 1798, [1798],
MATTHEWS, William. Bristol; Printed and Sold by W. Matthews, 62, Broad-
Mead, And may be had of the Booksellers

MName: Yeo & Burroughs
Dates: 1776-1800
Location: Hotwells
Gender: Company
Company:

Source Date: 1799

Source Info:

William. Bristol

Address(es): Granby house, Hotwells, & Portland place, Clifton;
Purpose(s): apothecaries, medicine(m)

Listed in The Complete Bristol Directory [for 1799], 1799, MATTHEWS,

All images on this page republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.
Source Information:
Ancestry.com. U.K. and U.S. Directories, 1680-1830 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2003.
Original data: Avero Publications. Biography Database, 1680-1830. Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England: Avero Publications, 1998.




1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William Mounier Yeo and Phillis had at least 6 children. Three daughters died in childhood,
and these can be seen over the next three pages. All these events took place at the church
of St Augustine the Less, in Bristol.

Mary Arundell Yeo was baptised on 12*" November 1788.

Bristol, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 for Mary Arundell Yeo

Gloucestershire > Clifton, St Andrew > Bishop Transcripts > 1695-1812

; o f{" ?3'{1"
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She was buried on 2" January 1789.

Bristol, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 for Mary Arundell Yeo

Brintol > StAupestine theless »  Parich Register > 17861812

| 47{(9l5/ Uitho Hine ,/ﬁ.- Z%?u:;/:;}, By |
oy %7 %«m//é D AT | -
/ Mr/l %/ /aé %xz%&/x/é - -.

|
A/// 2. s % e 50
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Phillis Yeo was buried at St Augustine the Less church on 31°t July 1800. She is shown as
being a child, and may never have been baptised.

nd, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 for Phillis Yeo

Bristol »  StAcpustine the less > Paroh Register * 17861812
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William and Phillis may have lost these three daughters, but they also had three sons. It is
one of these sons that is the central figure in this historical account.

While his sons were still young children, William Mounier Yeo and his partner Burroughs
were researching the characteristics and nature of influenza. In 1803 they published an
article in “The London Medical and Physical Journal’, concluding that influenza is ‘certainly

contagious’.

THE

MEDICAL
) AND

PHYSICAL
J OURWNMAL

-----------
T. BRADLEY, M.D.
R. BATTY, M.D.

AxD
A. A, NOEHDEN, M.D.

64. Mr. Yeo and Mr. Burroveous, Clifton.
1. If the following facts, which have been collected

from a very extensive practice, be at all conclusive, we
think ourselves authorized ta determine that this discase is
certuinly contagious.

2. First, what must have struck every observer, is the
extension of this discase, for in whatever house it appear-
ed, it almost invariably attacked every individual compris-
ing the family, notwithstanding cver{dprecnmion to guard
them against the application of cold, and other causes
commonly vroducing catarrh; and that the complaint ap-

ared to be more prevalent with those vsing these means
of defence, but who were within the influence of infec-
tion, than with those who were more frequently, or con-
stantly exposed to the atmosphere, and yet out of the reach
of contagion.

S. That it has made its appearance where the subject
has not been exposed to the common air for several montbs,
but with whom, others seized with this disorder have had
frequent communication. Further, in a family, where the
sick were so numerous that it became necessary to call in
the assistance of a nurse, the woman, although in perfect
bealth when she commenced her uttendance, snd during
the same, was never exposed to the cold, yet took the com-
plaint, and died, ‘

4. 1o all cases where we have attended, we have found

11



1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

the accession of the disease accompanied with more shiver-
ing, followed with more pyrexia, with a greater affection of
the head ; in the latter part of the disease, we have found
it attended with delirium, and in almost every instance,
with a greater degree of pneumonic nflammation than
geacrally takes place in common catarrh.

4. Upon the whole, we think this a more violent kind of
catarrh, but of a contagious nature ; therefore, what has
been enumerated in the third division, will appear suffici-
ently characteristic of this discase, to distinguish it from
common catarrh.

5. In instance, where the disease has :Spearcd, even
m the wildest manner, it was accompanied with greater
debility than we ever knew attend almost any complaint
of equal length; and we have it in our power to answer
the inquiry, whether the disorder has not appeared in al-
most all the stages of pneumonia to low fever? by sayin
that we have a patient at this time, who was a ed wi
this disease three weeks ago, and who from violent pneu-
monic inflammation, will shortly die of phthisis pulmona-
lis and typhus fever.

From visiting houses where the disease had already
existed, we have had opportunities of seeing patients on
the first day of artack, and have seen others in the sume
family full 1ll in snccession ; the febrile state for the most
part terminates in the first week, unless attended with
the more violent symptoms enumerated in the third divi-
sion, and then it bas continued a fortpight or more,
and perhaps at length has ended in low fever; but
this termination of tge disease hus occurred to us in two
mstauces only. Although the fever generally subsides in
2 few days, yet the coatarrhal symptoms continue much
longer, and oftentimes remain very obstinate, insomuch
that we have every reason to believe, that in the phthisi-
cally disposed it will be productive of consumption.

The Medical and Physical Journal: Containing the Earliest Information on Subjects of Medicine, Surgery, Pharmacy, Chemistry, and Natural History .... United
Kingdom, R. Phillips, 1803.

Source: Google Books (out of copyright)

12



1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William Mounier Yeo’s wife Phillis survived him, and in fact she also survived two of her
three sons. She was widowed in 1809, when he died in Clifton, Bristol. His sons were
approximately 18, 14 and 11 at that time.

William Mounier Yeo was buried at the church of St Augustine the Less, in Bristol.

Bristol, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 for William Yeo

Bristol » StAugustinethe less >  Parish Register >  1783-1812
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A transcription of William Mounier Yeo’s will can be seen in a document containing scores
of transcribed Yeo wills (https://yeoonline.net/wills). This collection was compiled by Sheila
Yeo, and published in 2005.

He owned property and land in Clifton, Bristol and the Hawkridge estate in Chittlehampton,
Devon. He directed that the rents and profits be used for the education or other benefit of
his two youngest sons, George Barbor Roch Yeo and Beaple Yeo. As far as | can gather, the
properties would be inherited by George and Beaple after the death of his widow. He
explained that the only reason for not gifting his eldest son, William Arundel Yeo, a larger
proportion of his property was that he had already paid off a mortgage on property in
Cornwall, which he would inherit on the death of William Mounier Yeo’s widow, Phillis.

It can be seen from the will that in January 1809 when it was signed and sealed, Phillis was
living in the Mall, Clifton.

William Mounier Yeo also owned a dwelling (‘messuage’) and shop ‘near Hope Chapel’ in
Clifton. This would have been Granby House, where we have already seen he was in
business with Burroughs.

The final location of his assets in Clifton, Bristol, was Portland Place. There is no longer a
Portland Place in Clifton, but it is mentioned in historic directories and newspapers. There is
now a Portland Street in Clifton, quite possibly this used to be Portland Place.

All these three locations are within half a mile of each other.

Thus, when William Mounier Yeo died, his widow and three sons were very well placed
financially. There follows a short narrative about each of these three sons (it is the youngest

son, Beaple Yeo, who fathered William Henry).

The setting of the scene for the account of the lives of Beaple Yeo and his mistress Elizabeth
Morgan will then be complete.
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William Mounier Yeo's eldest son: William Arundel Yeo (1790 — 1862)

William Arundel (also referred to as Arundell) Yeo was baptised in Clifton on 13 July 1790.
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He lived to an old age for the period, unlike his two brothers and three sisters.

There is much more information available about his life than that which is contained herein
(he is not a central character in this narrative).

William Arundel Yeo married Eliza Bernard on 12" May 1827, in Clifton, Bristol.

Bristol, England, Church of England Marriages and Banns, 1754-1935 for William Arundel Yeo

Gloucestershire > Clifton, StAndrew > ParishRegister > 1824-1837
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

His assets included land in the manors of Fremington and Raleigh, in Devon. These are both
in the Barnstaple area.

HISTORY,
GAZETTEER, AND DIRECTORY

DEVONSHIRE,

AXD THE
CITY AND COUNTY OF THE CITY OF EXETER;
COMPRISING

A GENERAL SURVEY OF THE COUNTY OF DEVON,
AND THE DIOCESE OF EXETER;
WITH SEPARATE

HISTORICAL, STATISTICAL, & TOPOGRAPHICAL

DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THE

Boroughs, Tolung, Ports, Bathing Places,
UNIONS, PARISHES, TOWNSHIPS, VILLAGES, HAMLETS, &e.;
SHEWING THEIR EXTENT AND POPULATION ;

Their Agricuitural and Mineral Productions; their Munufe , Fisheri
Trade, Commerce, Markets, and Fairs; their Clmrches. Chapels,
Charities, and Publie Iustitntions ; their eminent Men ; the Patrons,
Incumbents, and Value of the Denefices; the Tithe Cmmnuuon-.
thc Loﬂh o( lhe Mwon and Owners of the Soil ; the Civil and

; the Add of the principal Inhabitants ;
tbe Medioms o( Public Conveyance ; the Post-Office Regulations; the

Scats of the Xobility and Gentry;
MAGISTRATES AND PUBLIC OFFICERS;
AND A YARIETY OF OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION.

IN ONE VOLUME, WITH A MAP OF THE COUNTY.

BY WILLIAM WHITE,

AUTHOR OF SIMILAR WORKS FOR YORKSWIRE, NORFOLK, SUFFOLK, RSSEX,
AND MANY OTHER COUNTIES.

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR,
BY ROBERT LEADER, INDEPENDENT OFFICE, SHEFFIELD;
And Sold by Wu. Wuite, Broom Bank, Shefficld,
BY HIS AGENTS, AND SIMPKIN, MARSHALL, AND CO., LONDON.
Parice 1o Susscrisens, Me. 1x Cary Bixovixo, on 12, 64. 1x Boanps.

1850.

FREMINGTON HUNDRED. 745

church. Wibbery, or Webbery, was snciently the seat of a family of its own
name, and was successively held by the Lippincots and Cuteliffes, the latter
of whom rebuilt the house about 30 years ago.

Capel Hon. Capt. A. H. C,, R.N. Lee Rev Wm. M., M.A. Rectory
Cloak Thomas, blacksmith FARMERS.

Cooper Geo. land survyr, &e. Barton Heury Copp, Jobn Fry, and John
Hutchinson Mr C. F. | Warry Capt Petherbridge

FREMINGTON, a Iulc village, pleasantly seated on an acclivity south
of the estuary of the Taw, 3 miles W. of Barnstaple, has in its parish 1326
inhabitants, and G510 acres of land, including the village of Bickington,
and mauy scattered farm-houses, &e. It was anciently a borough, and
sent members to the parliament at Westminster in the reign of Edward III1.
In 1547, it was considered as part of Instow parish. Merchant vessels
trading with Bamstaple usuoally anchor in the smell ereck of the Taw
estuary, called Fremington Pill, or Pen-hill; and coal vessels discharge car-
goes there.  The manor and hundred of Fremington were held by Earl
Harold, but were given by Williata the Conqueror to Geoffrey, Bishop of
Constance ; and afterwards passed to the Tracey, Holland, Sloly, lhwlms-,
Acland, md Barbor familics. Wm. 4. Yeo, E:
1550,) is now lord of the manor, and wm;’n‘rnlpm thpnﬂ.
He nﬁauhmnmﬂub,num
gardens, green-houses, hot-hon i -“' o
exotics. Brynsworthy is the seat of S l‘. M. lhy, Esq., who is lord of the
manor of Colybeare. C. Roberts, Esq., of Bickington House, and the
Crocker, Quartly, Petherbridge, and other families, have estates here. The
Church (St. Peter,) has a tower and five bells, and the vicarage, valued in
K.B. at £20. 0s. 5d., and in 1831 at £430, is in the patronage and incum-
beney of the Rev. W. C. Hill, B.A, who has 83a. 8un. 96», of glebe, and a
bandsome residence, built in 1431. The tithes were commuted in 184%,
the viearial for £350, and the reetorial for £421 per ann. The latter be-
long to W. A. Yeo, Esy., subject to the yearly payment of £30 for the sup~
port of a lectarer, and £10 for a scholar st one of the Universities, pur-
suant to the bequest of John Doddridge, in 1608, The poor have sbout
£24 a year from laud and money derived from the gifts of John Penrose
and others, and £4 in three rent-charges left by Grace Tew, Eleanor Thorne,
and Samuel and Elizabeth May.

Marked 2 are at Bickington.
2A Mrs || Braund Henry, joiner
2 Chapple Mr Wm. || Cook Charles
Crocker Anthony L. Muttle Bridge
Crocker Stephen, gent. Brookfield
Crocker Thomas, vict. New Inn
2 Drew Wm. tailor

Mr Wm., Fictoria Cottage
2 Fishley Edmund, pot & tile msker
Hill Rev Wm. Chas., B.A, FVicarage
2 Hooper Mr Rd. || Ley Wm.

2 Jewell Gideon, vict. Greyhound

2 Ley Wm. cabinet maker, &o

2 Luxton John, cattle dealer

4 May 8. T. M., Esq. Brynsworthy
Roberts Charles, gent. Bickington Hs
2 Rattenbury Mr W. | Jobns Mrs

2 Sargent John, machine maker

2 Sheere Cphr, vict. Royal Exchange

Smallcorn Baml, tailor, & Thos. clerk.
2 Thorold Edw. S.gent || Tythe Mr
2 Townsend Rev Jno. H., M.A., Lodge
2 Watts Wm. carpenter, &o
Yeo Wm. Arundell, Esq. Freminglon
House
BEERAOUSES. | Cann Mary
Buckingham D. | Copp Henry
2 Ridge Robert | Fairchild Wm.
pracksMiTis. | 2 Gibbings Saml.
Tremlett John Gill Jobn
Walter Joseph Green Wm.
2 White John Harding Samuek
2 White Thos. Heal Abel

FARMERS. Hill John
Adams Wm, Holland John
Blake John Hookway Geo.

Dullan George 2 Hutton Eliz.
Dullan John King Hugh

White, William. History, gazetteer, and directory of Devonshire. United Kingdom, Simkin, marshall and Company, 1850.fgoo
Source: Google Books (out of copyright)

This photo shows the east front of Fremington House in November 2014. It is now a nursing
home.

The photograph has been taken from the Wikimedia Commons website The page shows that it has been released into the public domain, and that anyone has the
right to use it for any purpose, without any conditions, unless such conditions are required by law.
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

High Sheriffs have existed in England and Wales since about the 11" century. Their original
role was to collect taxes and maintain law and order in their county. Over the years, the
role of High Sheriffs has changed, with their power and authority gradually diminishing.

Since around the 15 century, High Sheriffs have had their time in office limited to one
year. William Arundel Yeo was High Sheriff of Devon for the year 1850. Although the
responsibilities of High Sheriffs had considerably waned by that time, he was still Queen
Victoria’s official representative in Devon, during that year. He would have had
considerable powers with regards to policing and the law, and been responsible for prisons.
He also would have collected local taxes.

In February 1850, when William Arundel Yeo had not long become High Sheriff of Devon,
John Lillycrap, an ex-coachman whom had been dismissed by Yeo, shot his successor,
William Symons. There follows an interesting and very detailed account of the evening’s
events, followed by an article published ten months later, following the discovery of
Lillycrap’s body.

Fournal,

HRAL PRINTING OFFICE, IIGI-STREE s
Ay 21, 1850, I‘ho’“\“r\_

I s HORTrior meee - T =S
PT AT MURDER. stood m the shrubbery. The pistol must lm\m: been loaded
to reflect that, however| with two ballg, one of which lodged in the wound, as there was
g but one discharge heard. But that the fright of the stable boy
drove him to take refuge in the stable, it is possible that the
fellow’s escape might have been intereepted. As it was, he
effected it as stealthily as he had made his entrance; and we |/

shat two culprits have been committed from our neighbour- | are left only to prior circumstances to warrant conjecture ofthe ;

i 1 i Tnf ately for him, those eircumstances are not
i seri D cruelties ever | assassin.  Unfortunately Y,
hood, charged with a series of st e oy ambirnous. Lillyerap, for that is the name of the suspected

 «  Prcre 43d.]
[ e e o
DEVON AND TXETER SAVINGS' BANK.

LTSTERS, PUBLICANS, AND OTHERS

DESPERATE ATTEM

has been a frequent pleasure to | ! h
N::th Devon mnﬂwe been contaminated with minor offences,

it has beea singularly free from smgu_inary crimes f(irbmnny
-ears past. That pleasure, however, 18 sadly marred by oc-
’:‘:xn-;-n:c:éu of very recent date. It is within the present year

: ieilize i ding in the death of ¢ PN 2 e
perpetrated in a ¢ ivilized _cmnmum‘.v-lﬁ“ ;ﬁﬁ nearer to us, af person, is a man of about 40 ye of age, who had been for
their victim; and we have now to add, < in Dr. Yeo's gervice as coachman, but whom, after

most determined attempt at murder, which is very likely to

issue fatally.

1
1
« towards him the most indulgent toleration, he was |4
> iccharee for drunkenness and other misconduet on |
. : : : Wednes- || oblized to discharge for drunkenn a

Much consternation was produced in this w{;v.m \r‘:‘:“lc" the 2nd of last me "x—nh. Since thattime hehas been living partly {
day morning by the ramour that a servant of Williun £ bout | in the village, partly in Exeter, and more recently at_a public 3
Yo, Bsq., High Sherift” of Devon, at Fremington “0;!3‘" s :)lul house in 1"\‘]'“‘{‘”"‘!‘- havine kept himself in a state o’ constant | 1
three miles from Barnstaple, had besn shot e P ll\;:'.‘lll,, 4 intoxication, in which he offen threatened injury to his own | §
01 inguiry, the report turned out to be too true. lhq ey life. and sometimes uttered dreadful menaces concerning j¢
stances of the case, as we have ascertained from v vc:‘l\ﬁ‘“lmlh life, o sececded him in his situation. Up to Mon- i
on the spot, are the {u!lowmg. Mus. Arm’n‘lcll lu'o 'l:l N:::; dav nicht he was in Barnstaple, when he left his lodg ngs, stat- | 3
dining at Capt.‘Pavie’s, at Newport, the Tuesday mig 1}.1.. o st ihg was going fo Tlfracambe. On the same day ho had |§
: - » eas U g A - = .
had ordered her carriage to be in waiting for her at 100 COCK-J1 0 Lol 5wt "Pridbam anl Take's coach office, to be sent L’
N 2 re'stor AN ~ Tithe e woere forwarde » NOW
About a quarter after 10 the carriage left Uppt. Davie .\Tlol ll‘ul:;\ on to Bxeter, \\Int!‘u.rthlt._\ were forwarded tl.m next day. i On
inggon, and arrived home by about 20 minutes before 11. 1 IL Monday he had also taken a sun of money out of che Barn- |
eoachman—the subject of this unfortunate cnt;\su:opllc == “M; staple bank, as well as “t]l‘"r suu\); !r(;m ”ll’l.\‘lrplilcci’ amounting
name is William Symons, an unmarried man of 27 years 0 in all to above £ 200. From JMonday nizht nothnigz more is
age, an old servant of Dr, Yeo’s, having been in Lis establish- i known of him until Tuesday ll'lj_'\‘ilf‘,_\\'h't"l he was seen soonafter
ment for 10 years, and son of the gamekeeper, Who has beenfl ;ine oclock at a public house in Bickington, about 1 mile and
in Dr. Yeo's service and that of the late Mr. Barbor for amuch | o'y 216 fiom the scene of the tragedy, and there drank a pint of
longer term—had put the horses in the stable, and driven thefl 3 .\ }eine at the time not mauch in liquor, but his manner
carriage into the coach-house, having in hiscompany & YOUNgerys o .o ghserved to be pecaliar, nmsnmcl{ as .h':: preserved
servant (a stable-boy), whom he had mld‘to go l“” ‘V'l’ctltlh‘f entire silence and :\ppca:rcd‘tﬁ) be "U"."])l'-"")_ “‘f'll'“'li-\ Ath:\l‘t‘
i i j > i " the coach -house, thi »r he was met still nearer Dr. Yeo's by a persono
bits, saying, just as he was coming out of ‘l The night an hour ltl(l.l: hb_ wi Lo admes ¥ e A N s B x}wlni"ht
he should not be more than two minutes longer. - e the name of Snow, who knew hi o g ight,
was a good moonlight at the time, and tlmni was ;‘lh%n mh 115 but received no ans'-\]'crlll""" l:““l-, : r“m‘: ::,‘: “‘flk ll‘lcrc is no
- 3¢ Nei > c § or the stable-boy 47 ace o im up to the hour at whicii we write; but enquuries
saddle-house. Neither the coachman o : little dreamt trace of hf 1 21} Al mctions. which easinot t‘;;il to lead tohis
heard or seen any person on the premises, and It t . Jost are set on foot 1.1} a : L] A 1; cm. e s
they of the event which was at that moment imminent. <%= carly capture, if, indeed, he be not already in custcdy. The
as the coachman was in the act of fastening the ¢ ,Mlh -rh-o‘thb Supcrimuudcnt of Police was on the 5‘“0! \\uh{n '-l h:f‘\ -h‘;mb g
door, and the stable-boy was going across the courtlage | ol the oceurrence, and promptly urg:llx}»c(l‘ measures for the ap
wards the harness house, a noise as of ific discharge of a pisto prehension of the suspected party, by dispatching a constable

S Aantd by i e, WM & £ SREES lhc] ‘m?::l;:lllxll: 1o Excter, and sending information to other parts of the county. |
screamed out and staggered against the door. ) =2 pGan Nothing canexceed the attention paid by his master and his
himself, he made towards the back entrance of tlll n;am:. hi; family to the wounded man, whom it is intended to remove to {
having fallen several times in his way, “:1‘1 “““{l : ‘i’nm a || the North Devon Infirmary as soon as it may be pructicable. |1
VOICS W '.fc‘"l by e sorvaats, saying, e -‘4-_1 ked TucrspAay Evening.—We have no further intelligence of 1
dead man.” They ran to his help, when they were shocks S eVowen sracie affair  The unfortunate man continues sen-§ !

17



1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

1o find the poor fellew in a pitiable state, with the blood is-
suipg in a stream from a frightful wound in his head. It was
most fortunate that the former professional avocation of Dr.
Yeo afforded him the means of instant assistance; for it is
quite cortain that but for timely applications to stop the hem-
orrhage, death must have followed within five minutes. Dir.
Yeo was ealled at the moment, and found that the blood was
pouring forth in a torrent, while the patient wasin a fainting
state. and could just ejaculate, “ I am dying.” Ilis master
Jost no time in stopping the cffusion by pressing his thumb
on the wound; and despatched a servant to Barnstaple for a
surgeon, and another to the superiatendent of police there
to wive information of the occurrence. The pressure on
the artery fortunately prevented further loss of blood until
the arrival of Mr. Law, surgeon, in about an hour
and half.  The sufferer has continued perfectly sensible,
nor has the hemorrage returned up to the period at which we
write. The ball, or slug, whichever it was, had perforated the
lobe of the ear, and is supposed to have taken a downward
course, and to be lodged among the great blood vessels of the
neck. The fear is that if hemorrage should return, or slough-
ing should come on, a fatal result might quickly follow.

“As to the question, by whom the act was commirted, there
ic mo certain knowledge, although there are circumstances
which direct suspicion towards a man who was formerly a
fellow servant of Symons’s. Itis remarkable that the person,
whoever he was, was not seen, either by Symons or the stable

Iboy. althongh it is certain that be must have been but a few
steps from them. There can be no doubt that he was con-
cealed in the shrubbery which close adjoins the coach house,
and from it must have discharged his weapon. That the in-
strument was a pistol is proved by the fact that a pistol ball has
been taken out of one of the leaves of the coachi-house door,

ilic above Tragic AT, T1C WiToTTHITats Mt COTT IS SO
sible, and immediate danger appears to be averted. The
mnurderer ie yet at large.  There have been very circumstan
tial rumours of his having drowned himself, and his body hav-
ine been discovered, &e.; but, on investigation, they have turn-
ed out to be but ingenious inventions. He is neither a sort of
man, nor in a condition of mind or body, to be likely long tol
elude deteetion.  We are informed that Lillyerap is a native o
Okchampton, where he lived as head postillion in the service
ofiAlbany Savile, Esq., of Ozklands, until that gentleman’s
death in 1831, when he entered the establishment of the late
Acland Barbor, Esq., at  Fremington, where he remained in
hLis (Mr. Barbor’s) service and that of his successor (Dr. Yeo)
until about six weeks ago, as stated above.

It may assist in the apprehiension of the suspected man to
say that he is 42 years of age, about 5} feet high, brown hair
aud curly whiskers, (a mark of a kick of a horse in early lifc
in the whisker of the right check,) rather broad face, and with
the appearance of a man who drinks freely. As to his dress
we can gain no certain particulars. The wounded man has
been this afternoon brought into the North Devon Infirmary.

—_—_—
TMED ARV AND SOTENTIRIC INQTITITTION

vsnnt hhasia oo

opposite to that at which Symons wus standing, and in a di-
rection which agrees with the supposition that the murderer
- . . T Mo alcsnl laadad
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Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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LoNDON, THURSDAY EVE NING S U N, DECEMBER 5, 10,  [Pues .

DISCOVERY OF THE BODY OF
- AN _ATTEMPTED MURDERER.

' BarsstarLe.—About ten months since an attempt
was made to murder the coachman of William Arun-
dell Yeo, Esq., high sheriff of the county, at Frem-

‘ington, about three wiles from this town, at which

time a reward of 50/. was offercd for the apprehension

of the suspected person; but from the fact that no
tidings whatever had been gaived of him, it was
supposed he had committed suicide by drowning,
which supposition was strengthened by the finding
of a pair of pistols at the mouth of Fremington

Pill, and within a short distance from the scene

of the outrage. From what we can remember of

the circumstances at the time of the occurrence, it
appeared that John Lillyerap, who had been in Dr.

|water about the time he would have reached the river,

e0's service as coacbman, for about ten years,
bad been discharged therefrom on the 2d of
January last, from which time the situation had been
filled by William Symons, a young msn about 25
vears of age, who had been for several years in Dr.
Yeo's service. From the time of his discharge, Lilly-
crap sppears to have entertained the determination to
be revenged on his successor, (who he believed had
been the means of procuriog his discharge) and had
been hesrd to declare that he should never drive the
high sheriff, Oa Tuesday, the 19th of February, he
was at the George Inn at Barnstaple, which place he
lef: in the evening, saying he was going to Ilfracombe;
he had previously dispatched his boxes to Exeter. Oa
the same evening Ir. Yeo had been dining with
Captsin Davie, at Newport, and had ordered the
carrisge to be waiting st 10 o'clock, soon after which
time the carrisge left Captain Davic’s for Fremiogton,
driven by William S{‘mons, and arrived shortly before.
11. The coachman had just driven the carriage into,
the coach-house, and was in the act of fastenin
doors, when he was fired at by some person, w

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

the time must have been concealed in the shrubbery,
close by. The shot took effect in the neck, and but
for the timely assistance of Dr. Yeo, there is but little
doubt that the wound would have proved fatal; he
was shortly afterwards removed to the North Devon
Infirmary, where he soon recovered, and was enabled
to perform the duties pertaining to bis situation.
Nothing, however, has been heard of Lillycrap, snd
it bas generally been supposed that 1t bewng high

he had committed suicide by drowninsg.’ and the body
had been carried out to sea; but on Wednesday last,
G. H. Marsack, Es%;. and his sop, Capt. Marsack,
were shooting on Yelland Marsh, in the parish of
Fremington, where they ditcovered the body, with-
out head or arms. They i!nmediately gave infor-
mation to James Dobb, hind to Dr. Yeo, and
some men having found it, at once removed it to
the New Inn, at Fremiogton, where an inquest was
beld on the same day, before Richard Brembridge,
Es«q., M.P.,, and a verdict of *“ Found drowned.”
The coroner ordered the money and watch to be kept
under seal until the arrival of deceased's relatives.
It is understood that he hasa sum of 2001 in the sav-
ings bank at Barnstaple, which could not be reco-
vered until the death of the depositor could be proved.
There was found in bis boxes, which he had for-
warded to Exeter, the sum of 70L, besides other pro-
perty. Deceased was 42 years of age, and was about.
to be married shortly after the time at which he de-
stroyed himself. It is somewhat singular that the
body must have been in the position in which it was
found for nearly three weeks, as the tide had not since
that time been sufficiently high to have left it there.—
Devonport Independent.
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William Arundel Yeo died on 26 April 1862, aged 72, in Fremington.
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Photograph ©Angela Morgan

North Devon Journal - Thursday 01 May 1862

Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

! Download b Bookmark @Tag @ Comment

DeaTH 0F WiLLIAM ARUNDELL Yeo, EsQ.—We re- ||
gret to announce the demise of William Arundell Yeo,
Esq,, of Fremington House, who departed this life some- | tivel;
what unexpectedly, at an early hour on Sunday morning | cored
last. The deceased had been unwell for several days, | Perio
but no immediate danger was a}:ﬂ-ehended by his medi- | Stru
| cal advisers and friends until within a few hours of his | quad
| death. This event will cast a gloom over this ne:ﬁ:-‘ ‘were

y

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With
thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

was well known and most deserv
. Dr. Yeo was a liberal and en- ed|
was ready and willing-to encourage |

1 g temantry, by fostering every judicious. | corde

scheme for the improvement of his extensive estates. | B

Besides having been for many years in the eommission |-
of the for the counties of Devon and Cornwall—
remarkable for the impartiality, zeal, and ability with
‘which he discharged the important duties of the magis-
| terial office—he was a deputy lieutenant for Devon and F,
|served the office of High Sheriff for that county in the
| years 1850-51. Inpolities, the deceased wasa Liberal-Con-
servative in the strictest sense; ever loyal to his party
without injustice or unneeessary offence to his oppon-
ents. The loss of such an estimable neighbour and
worthy country gentleman will be severely felt by all
who knew him—whether rich or poor.

England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1995 for William Arundell Yeo

1862 > Wadams-Zinzan

YEO William Arundell M.D.
Effects under £12,000,

30 May. The Will
of William Arundell Yeo late of Fremington
in the County of Devon M.D. deceased who
died 26 April 1862 at Fremington aforesaid
was proved at Exeter by the oaths of Eliza
Fogo Yeo of Fremington aforesaid Widow the
Relict and Ralph Mountague Bernard of
Clifton in the County of Gloucester Esquire
two of the Executors.

Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Information

Ancestry.com. England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1995 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2010.

Original data: Principal Probate Registry. Calendar of the Grants of Probate and Letters of Administration made in the Probate Registries of the High Court of
Justice in England. London, England © Crown copyright.
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William Mounier Yeo’s second son: George Barbor Roch Yeo (1795 — 1818)

George Barbor (also erroneously recorded as Barlow and Barber) Roch Yeo, was baptised in
Clifton on 5 March 1795, and died aged 23 on 20 April 1818, in Southwark.

England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-197!

Yeo

Mame: Geo. Barber Roch Yeo
Gender: Male
Baptism Date: 5 Mar 1795
Baptism Flace: Clifton, Gloucester, England
Father: Wm Mounier Yeo
Mother:  Phillis Arundall
FHL Film Mumber: 1749554

Reference ID: 311

Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Information

Ancestry.com. England, Select Births and Christenings, 1538-1975 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2014.
Original data: England, Births and Christenings, 1538-1975. Salt Lake City, Utah: FamilySearch, 2013.
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Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Citation

London Metropolitan Archives; London, England; Reference Number: p92/sav/3087

Source Information

Ancestry.com. London, England, Church of England Deaths and Burials, 1813-2003 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.
Original data: Board of Guardian Records, 1834-1906 and Church of England Parish Registers, 1813-2003. London Metropolitan Archives, London.
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1. SETTING THE SCENE — BEAPLE YEO OF CLIFTON’S HERITAGE

William Mounier Yeo’s third son: Beaple Yeo of Clifton (1797 — 1837)

Beaple Yeo of Clifton was baptised in Clifton, Bristol on 26 October 1797, and was buried
there on 26 August 1837.
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Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Citation

Bristol Archives; Bristol, England; Bristol Church of England Bishop Transcripts of Parish Registers; Reference: EP/V/4/53
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Ancestry.com. Bristol, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations,
Inc., 2019.

Original data: Bristol Church of England Parish Registers and Bishop Transcripts, Bristol Record Office, Bristol, England.

Page 128.

BURIALS in the Parish of Zocns e gectlisee) e lotd
‘in the County of fie Cf/{/ a;/’. j/zrdf- e in the Year IS%Z

By whom the Ceremony

Name. Abode. When buried.
was performed.

Age.

No. 1v2z0.
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Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Source Citation

Bristol Archives; Bristol, England; Bristol Church of England Parish Registers; Reference: St.Aug/R/5/a

Source Information

Ancestry.com. Bristol, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1994 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2019.
Original data: Bristol Church of England Parish Registers and Bishop Transcripts, Bristol Record Office, Bristol, England.

It is this man, Beaple Yeo of Clifton, named after William Mounier Yeo’s father (Beaple Yeo
of Northam) who was William Henry Morgan’s father.

We will learn a lot more about Beaple Yeo of Clifton, following an introduction to the
woman who was to become his mistress, Elizabeth Morgan.
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2. ELIZABETH MORGAN’S LIFE BEFORE BEAPLE

Elizabeth Morgan of Crediton (1814 — 1904)

Elizabeth Morgan’s place of birth is usually shown as Crediton in the censuses, and the year
of her birth can be calculated from the censuses and her death certificate as being in the
mid-1810s.

At the time of the 1841 census, Crediton had 5947 inhabitants. At the time of the same
census, there were 429 people with the surname Morgan in the whole of Devon, and there
were none in Crediton.

Therefore, | feel it is highly likely that that the Crediton baptism entry below, on 6 October
1814, is the Elizabeth Morgan relevant to this story. There are certainly no records for any
other realistic contenders. Another point to note is that her age is given as 89 on 22" May
1904, when she died. This corresponds with being baptised in October 1814.
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Thanks to Crediton Parish Church for allowing the inclusion of this Parish Register extract.

Her parents were Daniel and Elizabeth Morgan, who were living in Crediton at that time.
The entry suggests that they were both from Dundee, Scotland. However, it is very possible

that Daniel ended up in Devon because he was a mariner, and that he met his future wife
there.
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2. ELIZABETH MORGAN'S LIFE BEFORE BEAPLE

Elizabeth Morgan’s probable parents

Daniel Morgan married Elizabeth Saunders (or Sanders) in Stoke Damerel, Plymouth, on
22"4 May 1813. He was a seaman on a gun-brig called the Constant.

MARRIAGES folemnized, in the Parifh ofM .

in the County of IiGA in the Year 1842

et Ao “zﬂ}%mm/w -
md% T of s Parith

=
were married in this %4444 by ﬁé/hdv/ with Confent of

thiy% -/ima(, Day of
in the Y ne thoufand elght hundredand ooz
By me gm 4/4_,

-This Marriage was folemnized between us{/ "Zi"’”‘.’/ Mergan

In the Prefence of .»Z“”""” ten '4‘7
/f'l’i /mf 27

No. 220.

Thanks to Plymouth Archives, The Box, for allowing the inclusion of this Parish Register extract.

HMS Constant was an Archer class 10-
gun brig of the Royal Navy, built for
service against the French during the
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic
Wars. In service from 1801, she was
variously stationed in English home
waters, the Baltic, the Caribbean and
off the coast of Spain, and was
responsible for the capture of at least
seven enemy vessels during her fifteen
years at sea. This painting depiCtS a The photograph has been taken from the Wikimedia Commons website The page shows

10-gu n brig_ that it has been released into the public domain, and that anyone has the right to use
it for any purpose, without any conditions, unless such conditions are required by law.

Gun brigs were fast and manoeuvrable, and could slip past larger, slower ships. They
regularly achieved speeds in excess of 20km/h (12mph).
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2. ELIZABETH MORGAN’S LIFE BEFORE BEAPLE

Constant's crew complement was 35, including a Navy Lieutenant, a sailing master, a
surgeon's mate, midshipman, six petty officers and 25 able or ordinary seamen. The crew
was supported by a detachment of 15 Royal Marines, bringing total on-board personnel to
50 men.

The Royal Navy’s ‘Registers of allotments and allotment declarations’ contains two
references to HMS Constant that also show Daniel Morgan. These detail payments made to
him and to whom those were made. They also show his rank. Unfortunately, in the early
19t century not every mariner was allocated a single service number, and so these two
records do not lead on to any others that can definitely be attributed to Daniel. They do
make interesting reading though. It was normal for payments to be made 6 monthly (or
more) in arrears, and these pages confirm that. It is possible to deduce that Daniel was
serving on HMS Constant from July/August 1808 until the middle of 1815, approximately.

The first image shows most of his service, with his wages being paid to his mother
(apparently named Catherine), in Dundee. The second image shows his wages being paid to
his wife, Elizabeth, in Crediton.
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2. ELIZABETH MORGAN’S LIFE BEFORE BEAPLE

It is hard to decipher the dates and payments, but the first image shows he was an able
seaman earning 7 pennies a day. The second shows he was a gunner’s mate, earning 7.5
pennies a day. It looks as though the first schedule has been superceded by the second
before its expiry. This could have been because of his marriage to Elizabeth Saunders in
May 1813.

The British Newspaper Archive has numerous accounts of HMS Constant’s voyages, as the
weekly ‘Lloyds List” publication used to show the date that ships sailed, along with
(usually) their destination, and also port arrivals, along with where they had arrived from.
It seems that his marriage and Elizabeth Morgan’s baptism were fitted in between
sailings.

HMS Constant and Daniel Morgan were very busy in 1813:

e In April, HMS Constant captured a french privateer (pirate) vessel named
‘L’Olympe’, off ‘Les Saintes’, Guadaloupe.

e On 22" May, Daniel married Elizabeth Saunders (or Sanders)

e In August, the ship was present at the siege of San Sebastian, at the easterly end of
Spain’s northern coast. (In 1847, the Naval General Service medal with clasp ‘St
Sebastian’ was awarded to surviving seamen. Online records do not show that
Daniel received one, although other Constant crew members did. This suggests he
died before 1847.)

Although their daughter Elizabeth was baptised in October 1814, baptisms often took
place a few months after the actual birth.

The Constant was declared surplus to Navy requirements in 1815 when the Treaty of
Paris formally brought the war with France to an end.

Daniel Morgan is not shown as being deceased on 19" January 1845, on Elizabeth’s
marriage certificate. It is possible that, if he was often away at sea, she did not know that
he was dead at that time. However, it does seem that Daniel Morgan died between
January 1845 and August 1847 when the siege of San Sebastian occurred (see above).
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2. ELIZABETH MORGAN'S LIFE BEFORE BEAPLE

Elizabeth Morgan’s early life

In May 1828 the 13/14 year old Elizabeth was a servant to a Mrs Stephens, in Barnstaple.
She gave evidence in May of that year, in a case involving the theft of door knockers at
3.45am, by two young men who had been out at a party. The defendants were assumed to
be innocent, in the absence of any hard evidence. However, they were reminded by the
judge that such an offence carried a punishment of being transported overseas for seven
years, or being imprisoned for up to two years, and also a public whipping.

THE NORTH DEVON JOURNAL AND GENERAL ADVERTISER.
e ————

Guildhall, Barnstaple, May 19th, 1828.

The Court was attended by a greater anmber of genteel
and respectable individuals, than we ever wituessed before
oma similar oceasion, attracted, we presume, by the hear-
1 g of a case against 1wo young gentlemen, charged with
weenching the knocker from the doorof Capt. C. 2, Gribhle.
After the disposz] of some parish business, the information
of Capt. Gribble was read by the Vown Clerk, which re-
presented, that early on the morning of Friday last, the
-knaeker on the front door of his dwelling house was broken
off; and, as the informant believed, by the two defendants
present, Mr. Thomas Law a1d Mr. Thomas Stephens, Mr.
GrIbble, solicitor, who conducted the case for the informa-
tion. reminded the Court of tbe numerous aad repeated
recurrenc: s of the offence with which the defendants were
chiarged; ja this town; an offence which he teuly chiarae-
terised _as one of a most disgraceful aud disordesly nature,
by which the peace and property of the inhabitants had
been most grossly and wantonly violated ; an offence which,
hg said, was unknown on the Continent, and whieh, to the
dishonor of our country, was only practised here: and con-
Guing his remarks to the crime, without associating there-
| with the parties present, he passed many pointed strictures
thereon, not more severe than merited by the perpetrators.
The learned gentlemau then proceeded to say, that by the
evidence which he should produce, he expected to be able
to ilentify those youug gentlemen as the aggressors in the
present case. He then called Capt. C. B. Gribble, who de-
posed, that early on the morning of Friday last, he was
disturbed by an unusual noise, which he conceived to have
been occasioned by burglars having broken into his house ;
and by which Mrs. Gribble was exceedingly alarmed ; he
iostantly proceeded to examine every part of his house,
when finding nothing to confirm kis suspicions, he again
retired to his roem ; but at a later hour, wheu the servants
opened the door, it was foond that the knocker bad been
violently broken off, as were also those of his seighbours,
Mr. Drake and Mr. J. Gribble ; and finding that the two
young gentlemen present had spent their evening out at a
party, and returned bome at a late hour, he was led to sus-
pect them of the offence.=Mr. Wm. Pelter deposed, that at
a quarter before four o’clock on the morning above stated,
he was awoke by a violent knocking at his door, when he
instantly ran to a window iu the front of his house,and
saw two young gentlemen attempting to remove the knocker
. from the door of his brother, nearly opposite; he immedi-
ately called out, *‘ now, young geutlemen, I have caught
yon ;" when they ran down the street at their ntmosi
speed ; he promptly follawed, and ascertained that they
had not passed over the Bridge. nor over the Quay, nor vel

through Litchdon ; from which he was led to suspect that
they had secured themselves in the house of Mr. Stephens’s
mother, near the Bridge-end ; his suspicion was strengthened
by finding in Maiden-street. through which they must have
passed, a broken stick, which bore strong marks of having
been used in forciug off those knockers ; but be could not
ilentify the present defendants.—Elizaberh Morgan, ser-
vant to Mrs, Stephens, deposed, that her mistress and Mr,
T. Stepbens were out at a party, that Mrs. Stephens came
home before three o clock, and Mr. T. S abonut five
or ten minutes af*er.—Mr, P'almer, for the defendants,
thonght it unnecessary to make a reply, as there had uor
been a tittle of evidence to substantizte the charg~ against his
clients. He was convinred (hat there was nul a person in
the Conrt who could entertain a doubt of their ionoceace.
. They felt extremely annoyed that such a stizma shoald be
i affixed to them, gnd he thought that better evideuce shoulu

fisee been produced to have justified \be inanl in
bringing those voung gemtlemen into Colﬂ;-'-%e Defin-
dants mauifested the utwost apsiety to exonerate Miemseives,
dnd tendered their affidavits in sapport of their innocence.

3 —The Court said, that their guiit or innocence was bext

known to theirown consciznces ; but as no evidence whatevyer
had been adduced to criminate them, the Court pronounced
them innocent,and felt much pleasure in doing 8o ; but as it
might be advantageous to the public to kuow the personal
penalty incurred by such offences, the Reverend Aldernan
read the Statute 7 and 8, Geo. 4, whereby it is enacted,
** If any person be found guilty of Stealing, Ripping, Cutting,
or Breaking, any Glass or Wood-work, or auy Lead, Iron,
Copper, Brass, or other Metal, or any Fixture belenging to
any Building whatsocver, shall be liable to be Traosported
beyond the Seas for the Term of Seven Years, or to be
Imprizoned for any term not exceeding Two Ycars, and to
be pablicly Whipped.”

John Weeks, u servant to Mr. Nichols, of Bishop's Taw-
tou, appeared to shew cause why the penalty should not he
levied upen him, for having exposed a staliion in High-
street, on Friday last, contrary lo the statute. 1t appeared
that he had not only conunitted the offenee, but replied in a
very rude and insolest manner to Charles Roberts, .
who ndmonished him to withdraw from the street, Mr.
Nichols pleaded that it was a coit, which he had sent into
the town for sale, and that he was not aware that be trans-
gressed any law thereby. The Court ren:itted the pesaity,
on his paying the expenses, 7s. 6d.

Will:am Thorue preferred a charge of wilfnluﬁ
trespass agzinst Betsey Dunn and Sally Symoas, by break-
ing open a door, &c. Mr. Thorne is a tevant to Mrs, Duon,
occupying part of her house, and the snbject in dispnte is a

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

This is all we know about the life of Elizabeth before the birth of William Henry.
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3. BEAPLE YEO'’S LIFE BEFORE ELIZABETH

Beaple Yeo’s life in Clifton (how part of Bristol)

In May 1832, when Beaple was 34, there was an application made by a Miss Smith of Clifton
(where Beaple had been born) against him. Her solicitors were in Clifton (Messrs Livett) and
Beaple’s were also in Clifton (Messrs Bush and Prideaux) and so it seems that he was still
living in Clifton at that time.

With thanks to the South West
Heritage Trust (North Devon
Record Office, Tuly Street,
Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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3. BEAPLE YEO’S LIFE BEFORE ELIZABETH

It is intriguing to wonder what the details of the ‘issue’ were. Miss Smith made a claim of
some kind against him, and a ‘strong letter’ of ‘indignation’ was sent back to Miss Smith
and her mother, by Beaple’s solicitors. There were ‘terms of arrangement’ proposed by
Mrs Smith. Eventually Mrs and Miss Smith ‘adopted (Beaple s) views on the subject
Everybody signed papers ‘settling the business’. :

The solicitor’s bill was not settled at the time:
it was paid for out of Beaple’s estate after his death.

' With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon
Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

Beaple Yeo Esg.to
1832 Messrs Bush & Prideaux
May 15th
17th Attending and conferring with you as to an application
18" made toyou by Messrs Livett on behalf of Miss Smith
19th and obtaining from you a statement of the real
21% circumstances of the case. Attending on Messrs
26 Livett agreeably to your instructions, and long
28" conference with them on the subject of their
And 29th claim, and ascertaining their views on the point.
Attending you afterwards and communicating
the result for your government. Attending
Messrs Livett afterwards thereon, and attending
you, and receiving instructions to write a strong
letter to Messrs Livett expressive of your indig- 5 5 -
nation, and to retain Serjeant Wilde on your
behalf. Writing letter to Messrs Livett accordingly,
and also to Messrs Holme & Co with Instructions
to retain the Serjeant. Attending you afterwards
on terms of arrangement having been proposed
by Mrs Smith. Attending Mrs Smith accordingly
when herself and daughter adopted your views
on the subject. And drawing receipt in full
and declarations for the signature of the parties.
And attending Mrs and Miss Smith and obtaining
Their signatures to the different papers — attesting
same and settling the business.

Paid for receiptstamp - 10 -
Agentscharges on retaining Serjeant Wilde, 6 3 4

including £5-10 paid to him, with retainer,
and clerk— postagesetc.

£11 18 4

The lack of specific references in the document makes it possible that this was a delicate
issue of some kind. It would be wrong to suppose what the issue may have been, but it
does seem that it could have been a matter which the Smiths and Beaple did not want to be
made public and that the ‘terms of arrangement’ could well have been financial.
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3. BEAPLE YEO'S LIFE BEFORE ELIZABETH

Beaple Yeo’s move to Devon

Maybe the incident involving Miss Smith triggered Beaple’s move to Devon? Certainly there
is no evidence of him having been in Devon before the autumn of 1832. The journey from
Clifton (Bristol) to Barnstaple would, nowadays, take about an hour. As an indication of the
time it took to travel in the early 19t century, it became possible for the first time, in June
1825, to travel between Bristol and Barnstaple in one day. The journey took 15 hours. This

shows that Beaple would not have travelled between the two places very often.
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Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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3. BEAPLE YEO’S LIFE BEFORE ELIZABETH

Beaple’s life in Devon, and Elizabeth

We can see from the receipts in Barnstaple Records Office that Beaple led the life of a
gentleman of leisure in Devon — hunting, shooting, and buying expensive clothes.

The first evidence of him being in Devon is his 1832 Game Certificate.

It shows that he
lived in
Atherington, about
7 miles south of
Barnstaple. This is
the village in which
his grandfather,
Beaple Yeo of
Northam had been
rector until his
death in 1764, and
where the church
contains his
memorial stone.
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At the start of Beaple’s years of shooting, in 1832, it is likely that Elizabeth was still a
servant somewhere in Barnstaple. By this time Beaple’s father William Mounier Yeo was
dead; his mother Phillis was still living in Bristol.

In 1831 part of
Atherington
parsonage had
become available
to rent, along with
a substantial
amount of land.
Maybe Beaple lived
there, with James
Arthur, the current
parson, living next
door in the
remaining part of
the parsonage.

North Deveon Journal 21 April 1831

ATHERINGTON DEVON.
TO BE LET BY TENDER, for a Term of Four-

teen or Twen Michaelmas
oll that DESIRABLE PARM, oot e
GIFFORDS,

i With Part of Atherington Parsemags,
Lying in the Parish of ATHERINGTON aforesaid,
i Comprising a Dwelling House, with Barns, and all
aecessary Outbuildings ; about very
‘o‘i\uun‘?:?d.-dabut _lol:.cmof_l :
i B"l"-b:"“'&"::l’l" cobaig ooy
Prenises will be in Tevantable repai
Mh?«mﬂbw‘;’:‘qﬁm‘
= e
axes.

Sealed Tenders for the shove will be received by M.
1} Downse, at Unberleigh ar Mr. Law, Salbnye-':nr,
until the lat of June next, after which the
Te ‘t &:lg 1 ice of the samae,
For a view o remisey at the P
Housx, st déherington alntuau:."‘ . o
| Dated, April 7th, 1831,

Aosres of

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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3. BEAPLE YEO’S LIFE BEFORE ELIZABETH

In 1833 Beaple had another Game Certificate and was still living at Atherington.

Based on the baptism date in August 1834, it was, at the latest, towards the end of 1833
that he conceived a child with Elizabeth Morgan.

We do not know how long their relationship had been going on, or how and when they
met. We do know, however, that he was about 35, a man of social standing and of
independent means. She was about 19 and probably still a servant in Barnstaple, 7 miles
from where he lived.
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4. THE BIRTH OF WILLIAM HENRY YEO

The birth of William Henry Yeo

It seems that Elizabeth may not have given birth in Barnstaple. This is because William
Henry, in the 1851 census, gave his place of birth as Atherington (which was where Beaple
was living, based on his Game Certificates). In other censuses however, his place of birth is
usually given as Barnstaple.

If Elizabeth did go away from her home to Atherington to give birth, that fits in with what
often happened in Victorian times. Women tended to have their illegitimate babies in
secret, sometimes returning home with them but often not. If Beaple did offer her a place
to go to give birth, that would indicate that they were close. Elizabeth may have stayed
away from Barnstaple until she had recovered from the birth, baptising him on her return.

Anyway, on 26" August 1834 William Henry Yeo was baptised at the parish church of St
Peter, just off Barnstaple High Street. The vicar was Henry Luxmoore (note the spire of the
church —it is known locally as ‘the church with the leaning spire).

«qisti CHURCHES

MARY MAGDALENE: '_‘

AITH PARISH

Photograph ©Angela Morgan

Photograph ©Angela Morgan

Photograph ©Angela Morgan

The font in which he would have Henry Luxmoore became vicar
been baptised in 1820

32



4. THE BIRTH OF WILLIAM HENRY YEO

The images below show the parish record page heading, and the baptism entry as it was
originally recorded.
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

BAPTISMS solemnized in the Parish Church of

Barnstaple in the County of Devon, in the year 1834

When Child's Farents Name. o Qualt, Trade, By whor ::E
Baptized. Christian Mame. Christian. Surname. Profession. \was Parformead.
William Henry
August 26th Henry Elizabsth Yeo Derby Spinster Lieamoare
Som of Wicar

{Mote that Derby was (znd still is) an area of Barnstaple)

The addendum that was added after Beaple’s death can be seen in chapter 10, on page 72.
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4. THE BIRTH OF WILLIAM HENRY YEO

Beaple was about 36, Elizabeth about 20. Elizabeth’s abode was given as Derby. This is an
area of Barnstaple close to the town centre, that contained many, though not exclusively,
lace factory workers’ houses.

She gave her name as Yeo, making it possible that she had aspirations towards becoming
Mrs Yeo, and therefore perhaps indicating that she had feelings for him.

Therefore, in August 1834, Beaple and Elizabeth had a son named William Henry Yeo. The
surname Morgan did not appear in the Parish Register at this time.

Elizabeth made it appear as though she was a Yeo, although she did not go so far as to
name Beaple. Was he present? Did he know that their son was officially a Yeo? Did they
have discussions about the subject, or did Elizabeth just go ahead? The answers will never
be known.

Another question in this historical account is, why didn’t Beaple marry Elizabeth? Was it
because of the difference in their social status? Exactly how long they knew each other
before the birth, and the true extent of their relationship will never be known, but the fact
that William Henry was baptised as Yeo and not Morgan, and the fact that Beaple provided
lifelong financial support to Elizabeth and William Henry is a strong indication that their
union was not transitory.

William Henry was quite possibly named after Beaple’s father, William Mounier Yeo.
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5. ELIZABETH CONTINUES HER LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

Elizabeth continues her life

On 26 January 1837 Dr Winter attended the 2-year-old William Henry and prescribed some
‘mixture’. Elizabeth Morgan did not pay at the time, but must have instructed the doctor to
charge Beaple, as the bill was settled from his estate.

In the 1841 census, Dr Winter is recorded as being 35 (and so he was actually aged 35-39).

He was living in the High Street, Barnstaple. Niaster W H Morgan
To lohn Winter Dr
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, The National Archives HO 107/203/2 Image No: 12 (Order #IL-1191)
Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

Despite William Henry’s tender age, he was boarded with, and was educated by, Frances
Parnell. We know this, because the following bill was paid from Beaple’s estate.

Frances Parnell was paid £8-8s-0d for the board, lodging and education of William Henry
Morgan. No mention is made of board and lodging for Elizabeth. It appears therefore that,
for the very first part of his life, William Henry did not live with his mother but lodged with
Frances Parnell. Perhaps this arrangement was in order to allow Elizabeth to carry on
working? Another possibility is that Elizabeth went to Atherington to give birth, and then,
on her return to Barnstaple, William Henry was sent to lodge with Miss Parnell to avoid the
shame of Elizabeth being seen to be a single mother. We will find that Elizabeth and William
Henry were living together 4 years later, after Beaple’s death, when the 1841 census was
taken. In addition, Elizabeth was not working at that time.
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5. ELIZABETH CONTINUES HER LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

There is very little information available about Frances Parnell. There is no trace of her in
any records relating to Barnstaple schools.

However, her birth and marriage records are available. Frances Channell Parnell was born in
Rattery, some way away, and was baptised on 13 October 1811. She was therefore about
22 when William was born and 25 when Beaple died — 2 or 3 years older than Elizabeth
Morgan. She got married in Barnstaple in June 1838, to Christopher Pike Drew, a yeoman
who was living in Rattery. Her occupation is blank on the certificate, so it seems she was
possibly not a trained schoolteacher (although it was not unusual for women’s occupations
to not be shown on marriage certificates). In the 1841 census, she and her husband
Christopher appear to have been quite well off. They had a son, and also 5 male servants
and 4 female servants.

There is no trace anywhere of a school run by her in Barnstaple. It therefore seems that the
service she provided was more that of a 24-hour pastoral carer rather than an educator.
This makes sense, due to William Henry’s young age at that time. It would be very
interesting to know more about the circumstances surrounding this arrangement, as it
would certainly be unusual nowadays.

r %/;f%/f};

S C Dee /ﬁ- % lete ﬂy/f— 7

¥ : a3
ué(/’;; Ao g'é/l' et .Z/y'mw}—d—/;-
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—

s Sept 8™ 1837

5. | | Recd of W A Yeo Esq eight pounds eight shillings
due from the late Beaple Yeo Esq for the

board lodging & education of William Henry
Morgan

,Z/ga‘ e /%I Frances Parnell
L !

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record
Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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5. ELIZABETH CONTINUES HER LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

During 1837 Elizabeth Morgan visited East, the shoe-maker in High Street Barnstaple, 11
times. Her bill was settled from Beaple’s estate. East is recorded as having a shop in the
High Street in 1841 and was probably also there in 1837. This bill makes it likely that Beaple
was paying for all her expenses, not just those relating directly to William Henry, and this
contributes substantially to the notion that he was honourable and responsible, and that he
possibly did love Elizabeth.

s / b / ,

/ ' / q //7'/”*1/ ' 1837 Mifs Morgan Tol East
/ ) 7 s d
/“‘”/ “ /(J/;/,y/“ = Jany 3 1 Pair of Cloth Boots g-0
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/,/ e 26 1 Pair of Slippers & A-——ing 4-3
A S T s / % % %/,,, S e May 20 1 Pair of Slippers & A-—ing 4-3
Cis (// % : 30 Boots 2 pieces 0-4
/-‘—< e June 17 1 Pair of Shoes 2-8

/ /
20 — / Ser /,, s »-», July 1 Shoes half heeld 2 pieces 0-8
%7‘5, 55 / e R 15 Shoe 1 piece 0-2
// j’ A_, i Aug 4 1 Pair of Shoes & A??? 4-3
30 - %o.,, g / 3 12 1Pair of Shoes 2-3
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With thanks to the South West Herltage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street,
Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).

East lived in the High Street, with his wife and six children at the time of the 1841 census.
His age is shown as 40 (and so he was actually aged 40-44).
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5. ELIZABETH CONTINUES HER LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

At some point, for some reason, Elizabeth had a £5 loan from G A Barbor. The loan was
repaid by William Arundel Yeo, Beaple’s brother, from Beaple’s estate. | believe this must
have been George Acland Barbor, from whom Beaple’s brother William Arundel Yeo,
inherited Fremington Manor in 1840. e |
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e 35
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When George Acland Barbor died, , S Farnes o i) e o
whilst travelling in Germany in Sy e _
1839, William Afrunt.jel Yeo /g\:;— _ “/////7»«%% ‘
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to his will from an ex school
teacher called Anne Mackenzie ; | | Received of win veo esg thesurivet

H | five pounds for money lent B Yeo Esq
(previously Anne Melton) and her v ,

. o / .| onaccount of Elizabeth Morgan

husband, Tom Mackenzie. Anne Qﬂ ‘%/ Jirdn | G A Barbor
and Tom claimed that George £

Acland Barbor had signed a

H H With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
su pplement to hIS will. (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).

George had a preferred mistress, the un-named daughter of a Barnstaple bookseller, with
whom he often lived. He had a child with this mistress. The child took his surname, and the
woman was accepted as his wife. The woman was left a £200 per year annuity in his will,
and the child was left a lump sum.

George also had a liaison with Anne Melton, the aforementioned school teacher. Tom
Mackenzie married Anne, believing her to be ‘virtuous and correct’ but then discovered her
relationship with George. Tom blamed George for ruining his chance of happiness and there
was a document that allegedly formed a supplement to George’s will, which awarded
compensation to Anne for having lost her school due to the loss of her reputation in
Barnstaple, and also compensating Tom. The legal case eventually failed, in William Arundel
Yeo's favour.

The case ‘Mackenzie v Yeo’ is documented at length in the records of the Ecclesiastical
Courts, and can be read online in Google Books (Notes of Cases in the Ecclesiastical &
Maritime Courts: Easter Term 1841 to [Easter Term 1850], Issue 70, Volume 1, T. Blenkarn,
1843). The case starts on page 516.

Overall, one cannot help but get the impression that life in the early 19*" century was pretty
stress-free for young men born into wealthy families. They appear to have spent their time
travelling, hunting, shooting and having relationships with women from humbler classes.

One wonders why Elizabeth borrowed £5, and why she did not borrow money directly from
Beaple. Maybe he had already left Devon to return to his early death in Clifton. It can be
seen from the account of the ‘Mackenzie v Yeo’ case that George Acland Barbor had lent
Anne Melton sums of money. Could it be that Elizabeth Morgan was another of his close
female acquaintances, or maybe Elizabeth was a friend of Anne Melton and Anne had
persuaded George to give Elizabeth a loan.
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

Beaple continues his life

One of the bills in the bundles was from Stiltz the tailors, who were in Clifford Street,
London (see page 42). This shows that during 1834, Beaple spent £12 and 7 shillings there.
Stiiltz were one of the most desirable tailors of the era, whose customers included Beau
Brummel. The Regency period lasted from 1795 — 1837 and was the era of ‘dandy’ fashions
for men. Beau Brummel epitomised the dandy style. It is not unreasonable to consider that
Beaple Yeo may have dressed in a similar way to the man shown below.

Oliver Denker / Royalty-free stock illustration / Shutterstock (cropped)
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1834,
VorVIL—No 355—Price Seren-pence.

Soon after his son
William Henry’s
baptism in 1834,
Beaple renewed his
Game Certificate.
He was still living in
Atherington.

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

In 1835 Beaple’s Game
Certificate was once again
renewed. The Atherington
parson, James Arthur, also
had one that year. Maybe,
if Beaple was, as previously
speculated, renting part of
Atherington parsonage, he
befriended James Arthur
and introduced him to the
sport of shooting.
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40
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Kuight, Richard. Linton
Kunight, John, Petrockstor
Kingdon, Chas. Helswarthy
Kingdon, Jokn, Coleridge

Walter, Richard, 7'arkham
Walter, Samuel, West Pulford
Wheler, Sir P, Lxlllelmrm_/tan
Westlake, John, Eebourae
Westaway, George, Helstone
Webber, Chas, . Brauaton
Westacott, John, Lundlkey
Wise, Thowns, Ningstone
Willett, A.S. Wectloigh
Willett, John S. Monkleigh
Willeock, Geo, Millon l)amerl'l
Wllhums. Win, Newport
Woolway, Wm. dshreigney
Woolway, Thos. Iwbmuugh
Wood. ames Bideford
Woodley, C l{ Northam
Worth, John I IWashfield Pyne
Wh)tc. James, ilton

>

Yeo, Benple Atherington
Yonge, —, Yealmpton-

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British
Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).



6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

In 1836
Beaple Yeo
obtained
what to be
his final
Game
Certificate.
James Arthur
once again
had one too.
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

On 12 April 1836 Beaple ordered a ‘superfine black dress coat’ from the previously
mentioned up-market London tailor, Stiiltz. He paid to have it delivered to Granby House, in
Clifton. Perhaps he returned to Clifton to attend a funeral, or perhaps he was in Clifton
during the non-shooting season, when he could not hunt for game? The bill was settled
from his estate, after his death.

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

£ s d
1836 A Superfine Black Drefs Coat 5.15.6
April 12 A Box to Granby House 3.6
£5.19 —
1834 Amount of Account delivered £12 . 7 . 0
1 Years Interest thereon - .12, 12 . 19.--
1835 Amount of Account as above 5 .19.--
£18 .18. -

Granby House still exists, and there is some information about its history in the next
chapter.
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

1837 — Beaple Yeo’s decline

As we have seen, from the early 1830s, Beaple led the life of a country gentleman, and it’s
hard to imagine that he had anything but a happy, comfortable, easy time. However, in
1837 everything changed.

We know that on the 18" February 1837 Beaple bought a ‘superfine coat’ from George
Babb, the draper. By the time the account was paid, after Beaple’s death, Babb had died,
and the bill was paid to another Barnstaple draper, William Avery.

gy‘;tf?}_.*z:»:v;:.,.. - ’ .
) / = l%d' b £7 -
s My 5. f/f:;//( l/;/ Crry / i /ﬁ __{gp- ;
TO T2 wspaqz or CEORGE BABB, DR - _
B 48y The Representative of Beaple Yeo Esg
- - o e |'e TO THE ESTATE OF GEORGE BABE, DR.
/"///f clo R e W B
/A / 1837
/ ‘ﬂ‘/ Feby Superfine ? coat £3 - 10
V?/p/////( g - //’7 =) /f:/ A 18
= e e Sept 6% 1837
! — Received the above
S e % &
/A//X} PRSI / /% by payment of W A Yeo Esq
27 / Williarm Avery
A = 77 to the
N er- oy Estate
-

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

The 1841 census shows William
Avery the draper and his wife, living
in Cross Street in Barnstaple. He is
shown as being 40 (and so he was
actually aged 40-44).

The National Archives HO 107/203/6 Image No: 16 (Order #IL-1191)

43



6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

Beaple was to die in August 1837, and it appears that he may well have known he wasill at
the time he bought his coat from George Babb. Around this time, he seems to have started
making arrangements for his ' '
dogs, pheasants and horse W

to be looked after.

Maybe, in February, he
didn’t know how ill he was,
but he certainly seems to
have realised that, at least
for a while, he would not be
able to do everything he
normally did.

Just east of Barnstaple, and
about 7 miles north of
Atherington, lies the village
of Landkey. On its northern
side there is a hamlet called
Harford. In February 1837
Beaple had kennels
constructed at Harford. This
bill was paid to J Sexon from
his estate (it has been
incorrectly calculated, and
should be for a total of
£4-8s-3d).

Harford was not where

Beaple was living, indicating Arcountof the Exoenss
he was planning on of the kennel for
contracting out the care of B. Yeo Esq at Harford
] February4 1837 s d
his dogs. paied for stones 6“8
slait 3“0
It took 4 days of work to , 't-'lme i; g
) pantile
build the kennels, and Cese 3
according to this bill, Masons Bill 10“4
involved a carpenter, a Str2?? 4“0
; Carpenters Bill 8“0
mason and a smith. Smith Bill 69
House (horse?) on Bill (?) 120
a man4 days 6“0
£5 118 " 3

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

Another member of the Sexon family, Thomas, was paid for 4 days of work at the kennels
(‘dog hous’) in February and March 1837.

| ag/% Zﬂ// . |
%5//14“/77&)@7,7 /@/%? /w -f

7/ o2l /o)(z/;/ - /*- 4 :
S e e e
E .o

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

The Sexon family are shown as living in Harford, Landkey, in the 1841 census.

—

City or BBrough of.
Parish oxTownship of /2, n/fios ‘
o A(;E
: N AMES o
PLACE of each Person who abode therein
’ . the preceding Night. 3
-
///% oy oth S |
s . é// 7 M) %M»ovv
o | il oo :
yf‘{m o&o % S
/ f(l' S M" :
a M !
f—::r—r
.. /ﬂm/ma. // / 20
) ] T

The National Archives HO 107/234/14 Image No: 2 (Order #IL-1191)
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

é" : L%"%Mrw
_‘/m/ J%«/x M

W Britton, also of Harford and a mason,
helped with the construction during
February and March.

B Yeo Esq
to W Britton
For Masons Work Done on Harford
1837 Feby 16" myself & two Men 6-6

& 2021 Two Men 8-8
March 6 Man 2-2
& 9-13 Two Men 8-8
& 22 -23 Man 4-4

£1-10-4

Settled W Britton

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

A Mary (Jenn?) Britton was paid £3-15s-6d for rent due from Beaple, after his death. It’s
hard to estimate what period this amount of rent would have covered, but probably not
less than one month.

South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

There were 2 Mary Brittons in the area in 1841, and one of them was the wife of William
Britton, the mason who had done work on Beaple’s dog houses. Perhaps he stayed with

them just before leaving Devon, or perhaps he rented the land on which he built his dog
houses from them.
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

John Sexon bought food for Beaple’s dogs from 14 February 1937 to 2 September 1837.
There is a long and interesting bill showing the detail. Bushels of barley were regularly
purchased, along with ‘graves’. Grave was another word for greave, and a greave was un-
melted animal fat residue. The term ‘tallow graves’ was used in the 19" century; tallow was
rendered animal fat, used for candles. So Beaple’s dogs lived on ground barley mixed with
tallow graves. In 1844 the french writer Nicolas Boyard warned that this diet was not ideal
for dogs. The bill also shows that horsemeat was purchased for the dogs. Brimstone was
also bought, which would have been used to eradicate parasites, or to cure skin diseases.

In 1844, the French writer, Nicolas Boyard, warned against even giving tallow graves (the dregs of the tallow pot) to dogs,
though the English favoured them (see below), and suggested a meat-flavoured soup:

By a misguided economy dogs are given meat scraps and tallow graves; one must avoid this, because these foods make them
heavy and sick; give them twice a day a soup of coarse bread made with water, fat and the bottom of the stew pot; put a half-
kilogram of bread at least in each soup.

In England, care to give dogs particular food dates at least from the late eighteenth century, when The Sportsman's

dictionary (1785) described the best diet for a dog's health in its article "Dog":

A dog is of a very hot nature: he should therefore never be without clean water by him, that he may drink when he is thirsty. In
regard to their food, carrion is by no means proper for them. It must hurt their sense of smelling, on which the excellence of
these dogs greatly depends.

Barley meal, the dross of wheat flour, or both mixed together, with broth or skim'd milk, is very proper food. For change, a small
quantity of greaves from which the tallow is pressed by the chandlers, mixed with their flour; or sheep's feet well baked or boiled,
are a very good diet, and when you indulge them with flesh it should always be boiled. In the season of hunting your dogs, it is
proper to feed them in the evening before, and give them nothing in the morning you take them out, except a little milk. If you
stop for your own refreshment in the day, you should also refresh your dogs with a little milk and bread.

See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_food
CC BY-SA 3.0, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Launceston Examiner (Tas.: 1842 - 1899) =ztout 4 Wednesday & October 1345 p J

1 RAVES,—Persons requiring chesp
aod natritious food for dogs, &e.,
may be constantly supplied with fresh wllow
graves at the lowest :
Beeswax and Tallow purchased in any
quantity, for cash.
Urrox’s : e
Cand anufactory.
Frederick-street, Oct. 7.

W

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

(The barley would have been bought by the bushel.)

| /%7 | z¢ - | 1837
%/M gfﬁ‘ // /%éé@" B. Yeo Esq to John Sexon

Go i 7 g_ for dogs meat
- >, 4 '7 < /f;/ b bl Fo d
e S i | Feb14 2 Buss barly “«
ﬂ ey T % grounder “«
% / £ /Zj W 7 25 of graves “
4 B? Straw “
24 = /%‘ Zo / 7 5 f 24 2 Buss barly “«
e e o e O = ]
) br grounder “«
m“"/t%% A /é‘f‘:{ St G+ March 6 2 Bu barly “«
G e et / grounder “«
o Z//i%l/ C j 31 2 Buss barly “
%yj«%‘m PI ¢ %ﬁ‘ grounder “
‘ 25 graves “«
/ i April 14 2 Bu barly “
o4 B = . grounder “
X% I %% /*""/ 7‘1‘ 5 % 28 2 Buss barly “
/,z e o 9ﬂw O e 7 grounder “
W%4 %wd”&/ . 7 adm Rl | May 4 Horse “
5 : 25 3 brimstone “«
<R 26 2 Buss barly “

“

) / = < June 17 2 Buss barly
e 2 %M/::b::‘/ - = grounder
ﬂ;" & - %é;ﬁf% ;ﬁ,&: j July 1 2 Buss barly
‘ 9 grounder
B?
3 B? Straw
Horse
28 2 Bus barly
grounder
August 11 2 B barly
grounder
21 2 Bus barly
grounder
2 B? Straw
Sept 10 2 Bush barly
grounder “

£6115 ll3
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e
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

48



6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

John Sexon also had a bill ‘ :
showing that he looked e 7 ;ﬁ/ﬁ
after the dogs for 14 - _ o e b
weeks. Bearing in mind
that on the bill for the
dog food, the dates of
purchase of food go up
until 2" September, the
14 weeks can be counted
back from then.

This takes us to the 27
May.

—

So, the bill for the dog { :
food and the bill for their |~
care taken together, /
indicate that John Sexon =
started ta king some John Sexon in account with Beaple Yeo Esq

ibility for the d De Cr £sd
responsibility for the dogs A S—

in mid-February, by By cash of W.A.Y. Executor at ten shillings per week 14- 0-0
buying their food, but building kennel

SSRGS ..‘,-‘___._//—\"‘*"""\».—mm

. of Beaple Yeo Keep of Dogs 5 -8-3
that Beaple was still Paid Tucker for 5 Ba
Iooking after them until 30 - 18 barley for Pheasants

Keep of Dogs 6- 5-3
almost the end of May. At Taxet on Dogs 2-16-0
the end of May he quite R 30-18-0
. John Sexon
probably became too ill il
to look after them South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

himself.

Beaple had 4 dogs, we can see from John Sexon’s tax assessment:

No. 10.—14 Pari,

; ASSESSED TAXES.
v Auof
Oliaq @)X
of the 722000 4
o LRrothty
Your First Assessment in my Duplicate for ¢he present
Year, ending 6th April, 1839, of Duties not compounded for, delivered to
me on the S0 Dayof Aecfies?~
under the Acts relating to the Duties of Assessed Taxes, amounts to the
Sumof it Borerido, SinFicm SHklings  the
Particulars of which are stated on the Back hercof, and the Assessment may
seen at my House as undermentioned.
If you have any Cause to appen) against the same, you must give
Notico in Writing, within Twonty-cight Days after the above-men-
tioned Day, to the Surveyor of Taxcs, or to one of the Assessors
of this Place.
AL Sfor B

Signed__2

£9 _ Collector
Residing at_ (. 3

{3 The Day of Appeal is fixed for

the 37 Day of , Z

Greyhond
Packs of¥1,

B~ Assossments nat ¢ ded for, ars payable by Instalments B
e e, e S0t of My or within Toa dbwe uter s aces o
will be subjoct 0 Pmn'ﬂlllg‘u for :lm Ilw{:;y thmf::lﬁ!mn remove
thout ‘axoa due, or leaving suflc whereo
m"gﬂfz&, you il be fiable to a Penalty of Tieenty Pousds. s

il " pded, the total Amount, which is aleo dso a4 payaile 1, L 45 e
i 1f you have Cond ts, s stated on the other side: 4 3
| N if oy o i [ A oy,

e Pt = £ —

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

The bill from John Sexon says that he ‘paid Tucker for barley for pheasants’, and there is
also a separate bill from Tucker for this.

r 'ﬁ /"‘” gf/_— % '929 ¢Z;f "'/2"/4’/ r@ﬂ@éy 72 %/ .@4&

_ . i L J‘:g/
/»g 1)@44/)4/&4 % :gﬂ/l’/‘/;z 5 [“‘/\ '// 'Zz/ 12“””94/; ¥ *?’“ ;y

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

Richard Tucker was a farmer in Landkey, it can be seen from the 1841 census.

ity or Borough of

or Township of /., 97
=

L5 aenn o Aolirre
2y KD il
Elovnmen odi
AiHond ot
Ed e

»
P e
/;:t'//r S

" - &
0 e Dew .)‘.. P

l o

The National Archives HO 107/234/14 Image No: 10 (Order #1L-1191)
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

William Gaydon, another Harford resident who was a blacksmith, did various jobs for

Beaple between February and July 1837. He lived 3 doors away from the Brittons, the 1841
census shows.
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©
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

The above bill is extremely hard to read and so has not been transcribed. There are
numerous references to nails.

ty or Barough of ; ) 5
arish or-T. hiv of /‘.*)nfg(;{u Enumeration Schedule,
P
"ﬂoum" NAMES :':'f nomss:on nm:' jm- bi!
Prack B 7 [ ofcach Pemon who shakc thorin PELOVMR j i
i é the preceding Night. i i INDEPENDENT MEANS. ! ! ﬂf
= : &

Lesorestae B
¢ f:‘»»/u—-.¢ A &, % _/ZJ } 6’%.};*4.;._./0‘,- 4%/
‘ i ; -

6}‘:';.- Zidodl ' 2‘
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—
n; e o 0/’ v
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The National Archives HO 107/234/14 Image No: 3 (Order #IL-1191)
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6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

As previously explained, we know that in 1837 Beaple was making plans to put his life in
Devon on hold and to return to his mother’s home; Granby House, in Clifton, Bristol. In
May, Elizabeth Morgan became ill and was prescribed medicine and tonic by Dr Curry (see
also page 52). Maybe Beaple’s iliness and absence, and imminent departure, affected
Elizabeth’s health.

Mifs Morgan
1837 To William Curry Surgeon £ s d
May | To Medicine and Tonic 10 0
Received W Curry
Tl Sept ?? 1837

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).

The 1841 census shows that the surgeon William Curry lived with his wife and two female
servants (FS in the profession column), in Boutport Street, Barnstaple.

The National Archives HO 107/203/3 Image No: 13 (Order #IL-1191)
52



6. BEAPLE CONTINUES HIS LIFE AFTER WILLIAM HENRY’S BIRTH

It is apparent that, however often Elizabeth and Beaple met during the first two and a half
years of William Henry’s life (from late 1834 until early 1837), Beaple ‘did the right thing’

financially. All the bills settled from his estate provide a wealth of information about their
lives, and make for fascinating reading.

The bundles of documents in the North Devon Records Office at Barnstaple contain a
complete list of all settlements made from Beaple’s estate.

All but a few bills are contained in the bundles. | have highlighted those that are not. They
show evidence of another of Beaples’ hobbies — shooting. They also show another two
doctors and a nurse. Whether these medical people assisted Beaple himself or Elizabeth or
William Henry, we do not know. The coal account would have been interesting to see, as it
may have given additional clues as to exactly where Beaple was living during this period.

J Bridle — Gunmaker £1.1.6
Coal Account 5.0
Medical attendance — Drs Bernard and Prichard £18 . 18. 0
Nurse £2:2:0
J B Callender — solicitor £1.0.0
Puddicomb for keep of horse £3.15.0

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

About Granby House

We have seen that in 1798 and 1799 William Mounier Yeo and his partner, Burroughs, ran
their apothecary from Granby House. We have also learned that William Mounier’s will
made reference to several properties, amongst them a dwelling and shop ‘near Hope
Chapel’, in Clifton. Either the dwelling or shop (or both), referred to in the will, must have
been in Granby House. It, and Hope Chapel, still exist and are 100 yards apart.

At the time of his will, in 1809, William Mounier’s wife Phillis was living in the Mall.

However, at some point after that, she moved to Granby House. The earliest date that we
know for sure that Phillis Yeo was living in Granby House is 1833, when her servant of 40
years, Elizabeth Marsh, died.

The Bristol K Mereur,

MONMOUTHSHIRE, SOUTH WALES, EST OF ENGLAND ADVERTISER,

PRLYTER 403 PUNLEBNES BT X K ONARION, AT BER GANTRAL PASSTIVG . OSPRR, W JR0uD . ETRRET

-

N 2.904 ) SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1553 [Pyers Suvwasamis

v - -~
»

DIED, :
Lately, at Daviot house, noar Inverness, in his T8th year, the
Hon. Anmus Mackintosh, of Maekintosh, 25t Chief of that 11k,
and 20th Chief and Captain of the Clan Chattan.
[Pol. 14, Blizabeth Marsh, & most sincere Christion, aud for 40

: Yoo, Grunby-house, Clifion,
years the fulthfut seevant of Mes, Yao, Craasy-owssy B0t e

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

In April 1836 Beaple had a coat delivered there (see page 42), and the following year he
was to return there to die.

Granby House was not a single

dwelling. There are 3 Bristol Mirror - Saturday 06 April 1811
news pa pe ra rticles that Image © THE BRITISH LIERARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
support this. The first, from g i | Lenden: 24 April T R e e
1811, refers to ‘1 Granby e be- GRANBY-HOUSE, HOTWELLS, _
’ A TO BE $OLD BY AUCTION,

House’. The seFond refers to a l:':“ On Moudni and Tuesday, the 15th aad 16th April, 1811,
Mr Montague in 1813, and the 'Jl's r 1;’151 OUSEHE(:!L FURNIT;JRE,CIIINA. Gerass,

. . rinTs, and Pagwrinas, ot No. 1, Granby-House,
third to a Mr Parker in 1818. vund, !‘lol*rlll—m&p‘ri!ill‘tﬂnlmglﬂj‘-w(l.lld tent bedsteads,
This Mr Parker could well be with cuttun and new murine furnitures and winduw gurtains,

nrime feather and millna ¥ hede maitrssess hlankate nniles |

the Richard Parker referred to
in William Mounier Yeo’s will. Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British

Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS
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Bristol Mirror - Saturday o3 April 1813

Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

By the King's LETTERS PATENT.
TO IRON FOUNDERS, SMELIERS, ANCHOR-
SMITHS, AND OTIIERS. i
AN EXTRAORDINARY FACT!!
A Faggot of lron, 10f inches in dismeter, was placed
onthe furge, petfectly cold, and, afier a fire was rose
on the same, & complete welding heat way taken o it in
the short space of twenty minutes, by two of Alr. STrret's
Blowing Evgines, 3 leet in length, by 3 feet diamcter.
Those engiues arc 1oade of metal or wood, take vp not more
than one-third the mom of leather beiluws, are much
cheaper, and not lisble to be injured by heat ur cold, a3
they may be worked in the open ait—the lahour uf a stoug
lad” superseding ihe use of a horse,  They give a preuiier
sweet and powerful blast, penctruting the Inrgest itan,
enabling the workmen to finish their work in a stronger
and superior manuer, in half the time of common brilows.
‘Ihey srefurther admirably adapted fur urgans, venulating
ships, lospitals, prisuns, &c.

Hr. MAITHEW MONTAGUE. Granby House, Hot-
werLs, Bristol, will apswer applicativns, if by leiter,
post paid.

Three of thesa Engines are now at work at Messrs,
Hanronrps' Fuundry, where they may ho secn with leave
ot the Proprietors

Bristol Mirror - Saturday 12 September 1818

Image © THE BRITISH LIERARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
—
WINDSOR-TERRACE,

UR . =
B | TO BE PEREMPTORILY SOLD BY AUCTION,
By Nr. FARGUS,
At the COMMERCIAL-ROOA!, Bristol, on THURSDAY
RT, NEXT, 17th of September, at one o’clock in the akernoun, .
et (unless in the mean time disposed of by Private Contract,)
LL that suhstential well-built Freestone-fronted Freehold
A DWELLING-HOUSE, situste end being No. 8, Wind-
sor-Terrace, Clifton, in the County of Gloucester, with a small
togeny | Garden behind the same, and » space under arches for Stables,
on fur- § &c. The Huuse commands most delightful siews, of the Avan,
td-red | Leigh Woods, the Vale of Clifion, &c. ; is subject to s Ground
itbed- | Rentol £14. 43, and will be s0ld on terms peculiarly favour-
tsts of | able to a purchaser.
. with For Tickets 10 view the Premises, and for all further particu-
icard, | Jars and conditions of sale, apply to Mr. Pamcen, Granbs.
{book- | House, Clifton, between the houts of Twelve and Twe, nr to
tonvex | the Auctivneer, (it by letter, post paid.)
irpels;

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights
reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive

(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The

British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

Phillis was still there in 1841 and her aide, Mary Logan, was still with her 4 years after being
mentioned in Beaple’s will (she was left £100, for having helped to look after him). This
census extract shows Phillis and Mary, amongst the other occupants of Granby House.
Phillis is shown as being 70 (and so she was actually aged 70-74).
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The National Archives HO 107/377/7 Image No: 12 (Order #IL-1191)
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

Phillis was still in Granby House when she died, in 1846.

Bristol, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1994 for Phillis Arundell Yeo

Bristol > StAugustinetheless > ParishRegister > 1826-1885

f
| | BURIALS in the Pusith of /2ot pectlne S |
, in the County of V7 {("é 7/ Gt in the Year 1824
Name, Abode. When buried. | Age. | "hom F'h; TR

\y?;a cherid.
e cer

“ 4 .
V74 Z /;/i e

| ; :7l/ﬁ7// as _/\;)rkxlt//

‘Ne. 1609.

Py

" § S Ao 521 L kit
{ | Bl hundill o el e 4/,,”/ MAM_)

i (e

Republished for the sole purpose of family history research as per section 2.1 of Ancestry’s Terms and Conditions dated 3 Aug 2021.

Citation

Bristol Archives; Bristol, England; Bristol Church of England Parish Registers; Reference: St.Aug/R/5/a

Source Information

Ancestry.com. Bristol, England, Church of England Burials, 1813-1994 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2019.
Original data: Bristol Church of England Parish Registers and Bishop Transcripts, Bristol Record Office, Bristol, England.

Granby House can be seen in a wonderfully detailed drawing of Granby Hill by William
Booth, in 1822. Granby House is the building with the large expanse of white wall, just right
of centre and near the bottom.

© 2021 Bridgeman Images (Rights for single use inside book purchased 18/10/2021, Invoice: 10069830)
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

RUTLAND HOUSE

(3 2 contributions

Overview

In later years, Granby House was Heritage Category: Listed Bullding
renamed to Rutland House, and it was Grade: ||

granted Grade Il listed status in 1977.
List Entry Number: 1298717
Dafe first listed: 04-Mar-1977

Statutory Address: RUTLAND HOUSE, 20, GRANBY HILL

Its name has recently been changed back to Granby House. This image from Google shows
a sign indicating the direction of the previously mentioned Hope Chapel.

© 2021 Google

This house then, was where Beaple would return to from Devon to end his days. One
wonders if it was behind one of the windows shown above that Beaple met his untimely
end.
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

Beaple leaves Devon and returns to Granby House in Clifton, Bristol

As we know, in late May 1837, it seems that Beaple took a turn for the worse and started
employing John Sexon to entirely care for his 4 dogs.

Interestingly, there is one bill for a doctor’s attendance to Elizabeth, and this was in May
1837. She was prescribed ‘medicine and tonic’ by William Curry, a Barnstaple doctor (see
also page 52). Maybe she was aware of the severity of Beaple’s illness, and was worried for
him, and also worried for herself and William Henry. Perhaps the fear that Beaple, her
provider, would not recover from his ailment, made her so ill herself that she called the
doctor?

Even though all the signs indicate that Beaple was by now a very sick man, there are two
pointers that he did in fact continue to live in Devon until early July. Firstly, his doctor’s bill
in Clifton starts from July 5" 1837 (see page 60). Presumably he would have seen a doctor
as soon as he arrived in Clifton. Secondly, his unpaid newspaper bill in Devon was for 7
weeks. Seven weeks back from his death is 1 July.

s T,

; ﬂ ! //!’" g7/ .

TO THE PROPRIETOR OF

THE COUNTY ARD NORTH DEVON AD

I

2

s

= 45 Government Duties and Stamps being paid Moxtawy, it is respectfully requ ested.
discharged as soon as convenient after they are sent in for Payment,

Book-Work, and every description of Printing, neatly and correctly executed,

L

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

One can only imagine what a nightmarish journey the dying Beaple Yeo must have had from
Devon back to his mother in Granby House. At the very least, 12 hours of being bumped
around in a horse drawn carriage with ‘inflammation of the bowels’, as shown on his death
certificate. More than likely the journey would not have been done in the fastest possible
time (a reference back to the advertisement of 1825, on page 29) but may have been done
over 2 days or so, stopping at coaching inns en route. This painting shows a stagecoach in
1835.

i -

SE TAVERN|

“THE CAMBRIDGE TELEGRAPH,” WHITE HORSE, FETTER LANE
1. Pollard

© / Adobe Stock
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

Over the next seven weeks Beaple was treated by Dr Walter Cleave in Clifton. His treatment
started on July 5" and ended on August 10™". He was given leeches and medicines.

£ Clifton Sep-12t-/37

The Executor of the late B Yeo Esq
To W. O. Cleave

1837 July 5% to August 10t

For profefsional attendance }
50 Leeches, Medicines etc when } £15.10.?
not in attendance }

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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Leech Jar Bedford Museum See https://commons.wikimedia.org
/wl/index.php?search=Ileech+jar+bedford+museum&
title=Special:MediaSearch&go=Go&type=image
CC BY-SA 3.0, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0,
via Wikimedia Commons
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7. BEAPLE RETURNS TO GRANBY HOUSE TO END HIS DAYS

During this period, he must have become aware of the gravity of his situation, because on
the 17th August 1837 he made his will, and Walter Cleave was a witness. Maybe it was
Walter who broke the bad news to Beaple that he should consider his will quite rapidly.

As previously mentioned, he left £100 to Phillis Yeo’s aide, Mary Logan. He left an annuity
of £50 a year to Elizabeth Morgan and William Henry Morgan, for the rest of their lives. He
refers to Elizabeth Morgan as Elizabeth Ann Morgan. He refers to William Henry as ‘her son
which of course was, but as we now know, he was also Beaple’s own son. He used the
surname Morgan for William Henry, although he had been baptised as Yeo. The remainder
of his estate was left to his brother, William Arundel Yeo.
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The National Archives PROB 11/1884 Image No: 741 (Order #1L-1191)
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8. BEAPLE’S DEATH AND FUNERAL

Beaple’s death

On 19* August 1837, two days after making his will, Beaple Yeo died in Clifton at Granby
House, from inflammation of the bowels. His age was 39, his occupation ‘gentleman’. The
death was announced in the Royal Cornwall Gazette that week.

REGISTRATION DISTRICT CLIETON UNION
1837 DEATH in the Sub-district of Clifton inthe  City and County of Bristol
Columns:— 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
No. When and Name and surname Sex Age Occupation Cause of death Signature, description and When Signature of

where died residence of informant registered registrar

Photograph ©Angela Morgan

REGISTRATION DISRICT CLIFTON UNION
1837 DEATH in the Sub-district of Clifton in the City and County of Bristol
N When and Name and S A o i Cause of Signature, description and When Signature of
o where died surname ex ge ccupation death residence of informant registered registrar
August 19% Inflammation William Reed John ?
33 Granby House Beaple Yeo Male 39 Gentleman of Undertaker August 25th Re istr.ar
Y The Bowels Hotwells Road g
Royal Cornwall Gazette -
j:-.ll Eiﬂﬁ- I
E - - . - & #
- At Trure on Thursday the 17th iust., in the 82nd year | 3
« | OF bis age, Mr. Richard Buckland, diuggist, much and
. | deservedly respected. 1
i On W ullnf:hrmv the 16th instant, afera very afllicting ;
op | 1Hness, at the adsanced age of 77, the Rev, William Stab- )
r:E hack, 1. .:"'L Rector of St Stephen's, Exeter, Vicar of '
5 Sancreed, in the county of Cornwzall, and Perpetusl Cu-
]
rate of M: 'rl"n'ileu-h. near Soutlirolten.
Oa the 17th inst., ot Pearce’s Hoval Hotel, Falinouth, | ¢
" | the day after his arrival by the ship Blanche, Thomas | 1
i* ' Drew, Esq, merchant, Bassctotre, 5t. Kitts, \

e At Chifion, on Saturday last, Beaple Yeo, Esq., only

=3¢ 1 brother of Wm. Arundel, Yeo, M. D), of Dinham:
AI‘ 1-5|!|H| I[I Tifane InEmﬂ]jtll an 1l I‘:th et IEIIE'IH

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

Beaple’s obituary is shown above.
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8. BEAPLE’S DEATH AND FUNERAL

Beaple’s funeral

The date of the funeral was 26" August 1837, in Clifton, Bristol. It cost £91 and 14 shillings.
This must have been a lot of money, as it was the almost the amount that he bequeathed
to Elizabeth for two years of her life. The detailed expenditure is hard to read, but there
was a chariot and two coaches with horses. The bill includes silk hatbands, kid gloves and
other clothing. It refers to cloaks for 2 mourners and dresses for 2 mutes. Mutes were a
specific variety of professional mourner, hired to walk silently in the funeral procession
looking melancholy, holding black staffs covered with black cloth. Although much of the bill
cannot be deciphered, it does make very interesting reading, and brings to mind quite a
parade.

In addition to the actual funeral costs, there were extra charges for the burial at the church
of St Augustine the Less. Another £11 and 19 shillings was paid. This brought the total cost
for the day to over £100.

The date of the extravagant funeral in Clifton, the 26™ August 1837, was also exactly three
years after William Henry’s baptism. It seems probable that Elizabeth knew that Beaple had
returned to Bristol, and likely that she realised she would never see him again. When and
how did she learn of his death, one wonders. How would news have travelled from Bristol
to Barnstaple? Presumably by letter. Did she realise, on the third anniversary of William
Henry’s baptism, that his father was being buried?

The engraving below gives an idea of what the funeral may have looked like. Mutes can be
seen at the front of the procession.

Old funerary procession along the Strand, London, front viewed,
church and buildings. Ancient engraving grey tone art by
unidentified author, The Penny Magazine, London 1837

RN s\

© / Adobe Stock
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8. BEAPLE’S DEATH AND FUNERAL

For the funeral of Beaple Yeo Esq

1837

Aug 26 To Wm Rees
To a shell linead with flanning 2 2,
To finest flanning Dress Cape Pillow -
& Whole Sheet Bound with Ribbons 2 16 *
To a flanning Mattress 18 ¥
To a Stout Lead Coffin & Soldering up 7 -
To Out Sides Coffin Coffin Covered with black
Cloath & White furnitures 7 7 *
To Ingraved Metalls Plates 42
To 2 Crapes Hatband & Best Kid Gloves 17 ¢
To 6 Sattin Hatbands & Scarths & best
Kids Gloves for Gentlemen 18 18 “

To 1 Sattin Hatband & Scarth & Gloves
For Revd Mr Milnor
To 2 Silk Hatbands & Gloves for Clarke & Sexton 1 6 *

w
w
=

To Silk Hatbands 8 Bearers 2 ??

4 Coachmen & ??man & Gloves 9 a6 *
To Silk & Tyes for 2 Mutes Por?? 2 « =
To Hatband & Gloves for Self 1 - i
To ?? of 2 Mourners Cloaks g8 *
To ?? of 2 Mutes Dresses 4 “
To ?? of 12 Cloaks for bearers &

Coachmen 1 4
To Plumes for the Horses 2 12 6
To ?? of Horses ?? 0 “
To ?? of 10 Horse Plumes 1 " -
To ?? of 10 Horse ?? 1 & -
To ?? of Best ?? &4 Tassells 15 ¢

Careadup £65 4 6

Broughtup £65 4 6

To ?? of Tressels in Church 5 ¥
To ?? of Stools & Cloath ?? 2? 1 6
To Charriott & Pair Horse & to Horses
& 2 Coaches & Pairs & ??
? 6 3 6
Paid 8 Bearers 2 Mutes 4 Coachmen
& Clarke & Sexton 2/6 2 *
Paid ?? 5

£73 9 6
favours after funeral
To 3 Pair Gentlemans Best Kidds 12
To 11 Pair Ladies Best Kidds i1 13
As Pr Notes for Interment 11 19
Masons Workers opening Graves & ??
Sides of Graves & Closing & Part ?? 2 «
Coverers
To Iron Barrs to Put a Cross Graves 10 *
Carpenters Worker taking D?? P??
& Putting up & making Good seats 18 «
Gave Masons & Carpenter—to drink 2 6

£91 14 O

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL).
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9. BEAPLE’S WILL, AND ITS ANNUITY

Beaple’s will, and its annuity

On 20 September 1837, Beaple Yeo’s will was proved.

The Barnstaple bundles contain all the pages, including the receipt confirming that Mary
Logan, who lived with Beaple’s mother Phillis, received her £100 for the kindness she
extended to Beaple during his illness.

Elizabeth’s annuity documentation was prepared. It shows her as 23 years old, and William
Henry as 4. They are described as being ‘strangers in blood’ which was the phrase used for
non-blood relatives. It was also used for illegitimate children, because they were treated as
if they were non-blood relatives for tax purposes and by the laws for inheritance of real
estate. The entire ‘Annuity Receipt’ is showed on the facing page, and the most important
part is enlarged below.

The law surrounding annuities is complex, and it probably would have been different in
1834 to the current day. It is likely that the value of the annuity (just over £1000) was
invested. The sum of £50 a year was to be paid to Elizabeth, and then to William Henry,
until such time as they were both deceased. £1000 divided by £50 is 20, however the
annuity ended up being paid for at least 67 years, because Elizabeth lived until 1904.

The responsibility for continuing to fund the payments must have been handed down as a
legacy, on William Arundel Yeo’s death (see also page 67), and must have been quite a
burden as it seems most likely the investment would have been extinguished long before
67 years had passed.

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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9. BEAPLE’S WILL, AND ITS ANNUITY

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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9. BEAPLE’S WILL, AND ITS ANNUITY

The residuary account document was also prepared on the 20" September 1837. All four
pages are shown.

Each page has something of interest. Page one shows that Beaple owned one horse, valued
at £5. Page two shows the total of the debts that were to be paid from the estate (almost
£141). It is these debts that have provided so much information for this document. Page
three has initials and a date added at the top in a darker ink. They say EF Yeo, Nov 19%"
1862. This must have been Eliza Fogo Yeo, William Arundel Yeo’s wife. This probably
indicates that she inherited responsibility for Elizabeth’s annuity, after the death of her
husband in April 1862. Page four shows that the account was not signed until 10*" October
1837. This delay could have been caused by both Elizabeth and William Henry being
referred to as Morgan in the annuity document, whereas his Parish Register entry showed
their names as Yeo (see the next chapter).

No.3 - RESIDUARY ACCOUNT.—STAMP OFFICE.

FORM of Account to be delivered (in Duplicate) by Executors and Administrators retaining the Residue,
or any part or share of the Residue, of Personal Estate; and by Executors and Trustees retaining the Residue,
or part of Residue, of Monies arising from real Estate, devised to be Sold, &ec. for the purpose of having
the Duties charged and assessed, pursuant to the Acts of 36 Geo. IIL ¢. 52, and 45 Geo, ITI, c. 28, and

55 Geo. 3, c. 184,
DIRECTIONS.

1. E s and Administrators, before the Retainer of any part of the Property to their own use, are to deliver the
particulars thereof to the Commissioners of Stamps, or to the Stamp Distributor in whose District they reside, and
pay the Duty thereon within 14 Days after, under the penalty of treble the value of the Duty.

2. All Rents, Dividends, Interest, and Profits arising from the Personal Estate of the deceased, or his Real Estate, directed
to be Sold, subsequent to the time of his or her death, and all accumulations thereof, down to the time of delivering
the Account, and offering to pay the Duty on the Residue, must be considered as part of the Deceased’s Estate, and

. must be accounted for accordingly.
%’ 3. Any Account transmitted by Post, or left wnder cover at the Office, will either be returned
to the Parties, or thrown aside unnoticed.

REGISTER .~ No. 4 187 Folio, >

Aty FCCoNE of the Personal Estate, and sl ising-oui-oi-the—ealtntate; of 7361'» (e
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b s tee—of—th T tod—bry-the—rWill—to—he—sotd;frc., acting under the Will,-e»
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; b :
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verted aflixed. A 5 * i | i
Property not con- Furniture, Plate, Linen, China, Books, chturcs,} e G Stz 30\ S8\ ¢
1 Wearing Apparel, Jewels, and Ornaments. ... 5 l

verted into Money |
s to be valued at |
the time the Ac-
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and inserted in
Column No. 2, and
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proper Valuations | Stock in Trade voeeassoreres S els e eaesimevieiss
must be produced.
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
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9. BEAPLE’S WILL, AND ITS ANNUITY

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)




9. BEAPLE’S WILL, AND ITS ANNUITY

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)




10. WILLIAM HENRY YEO BECOMES A MORGAN

The loss of the Yeo connection

Events between the preparing of the annuity on the 20" September and the final signing of
the residual amount after deduction of the annuity on the 10" October are interesting to
consider. Why was there a gap? Maybe it was usual, but maybe there was a problem with
the annuity. The will had the names Elizabeth Morgan and William Henry Morgan, but both
their surnames were shown as Yeo, in the Parish Register birth record.

Perhaps Elizabeth was told that the annuity could not be paid because of the above
discrepancy. We shall never know exactly why William Henry’s name was formally changed,
but my feeling is that it was indeed for this reason.

What is certain is that, for whatever reason, Elizabeth Morgan visited Henry Luxmoore, the
rector who had performed the baptism. She told him that there had been a mistake in the
original parish register entry, and that her and William Henry’s names were not Yeo, but
Morgan.

On the 2" October 1837 they together entered a note to this effect at the bottom of the
page of the reglster
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With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

August William
26 Henry Elizabeth — Morgan — Derby — Spinster — Henry Luxmoore Vicar
No 1031 Son of
The error in the original entry was altered on the 2" of October 1837 by me
In the presence of Elizabeth Morgan the mother of the child Henry Luxmoore
within one calendar month of the discovery of the mistake. Vicar

From that point on, William Henry was officially a Morgan. There is nothing to suggest that
he ever knew his father’s identity. He left the space for his father’s details blank on his
marriage certificate.
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10. WILLIAM HENRY YEO BECOMES A MORGAN

The birth of William Henry — how the Parish Register finally looks

The final parish register entry is shown below, with the original entry and also the
addendum at the bottom of the page. It is rotated, so that it can be seen as enlarged as
possible. This is the most important page in this document. It is the answer to the Morgan
family’s uncertainties and musings about the possibility of the existence of an illegitimate
child from a male member of the Luttrell family. Yes, there was an illegitimate child and yes,
the family was a prominent long standing west country family. However, the family was
Yeo. Not only has the truth now been proven, but, astonishingly, we are able to know a

huge amount about the lives of Beaple and Elizabeth, thanks to the bundles of documents
in Barnstaple.
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1840s

Elizabeth and William Henry Morgan continued living in Barnstaple. The 1841 census
showed that they were living as lodgers in a house in Salem Street. Her age was given as 25,
and his as 8. The age of adults was rounded down to the nearest 5 years in the 1841 census
(she was in fact 26/27). Her occupation was ‘Ind’, i.e. independent means.

Their neighbours were Charles Gribble, a tailor, and his wife Ann.
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The National Archives HO 107/203/10 Image No: 6 (Order #1L-1191)

In 1845, Elizabeth married a local tailor, George Rottenberry. William Henry was about 11.
Elizabeth’s ex-neighbours (tailor Charles Gribble and his wife Ann) were witnesses. Maybe
she met George through Charles. It seems that Elizabeth’s father, Daniel Morgan, was still
alive, as he is not shown as being deceased. It is possible that he was dead but Elizabeth did
not realise.

Photograph ©Angela Morgan
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1850s

The 1851 census shows that William Henry Morgan was an apprentice at William Vellacott’s

drapery shop in Barnstaple High Street. He was 17.
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Elizabeth and George were running another drapery in the High Street. George employed 4
men. They had a son John, aged 5, and a daughter Emily, aged 3.

15

Parish oe-Twensip of Eclesiastioal-Disirict-of Cityoc Borough Town g " Vellageof
y of
[l lofee I Ae - D///’a-}‘I fPacmcitfes s I
el e B "“‘“.'.:‘.,w::“.;‘.,::“"‘" PR | contiton | AT B oy Where ot
- of Houso fon the Night of tha 30tk March, 1881{ Head of Fumily| - . ou:;ﬁu i """s:.
ottece Poenley )’04" I//zr.w %o;4¢’7,14 44,7.4 apcs dnm LonseeZefee
"?Mnu.« ./{/fm-, /zede [ Z /;«(«&,,, ,:/fér...(v N|ctfStirr /"r7 Coir [,//
i Frcberi ke baovce® | Sofler | 2 L 2 2o N 2 Ao las
Q‘Zm R R e A A [ Gpente> T, Mt *
| Condel’,  Fo N 2 | Aavetied 5 £
| e e e ted & | s 0| Clanicosines B ArsMlir e
15 Hilteoun do 74 2t 1= ol vlocr bo Piacustofee.
_! Legnt et 4 Lexece 7 7 Lo 2 L
el cean “o Lo | 2o S
a5 P %, L0
> ! Yrane . & _ bo 4o -
_”._L Leerge Livtte /. 72 .7/»,4 L g I Svcous seng Lo
el //,,'/// 2% l \ s oo
AT e -
s Dlins do 1 [ Adelae SO cony Cafile)
‘I\ fnd Lo BN 2o e 85 2o
= ety O Pirteien | 2 AT O K Bldes
_‘ (e Harell 'Val Ak Vors Yooe cosniaesd e Hooiii G
- 5 < ‘ : <ew 5 v,
= Havirey (lr bF Gage | F Clrwreecfmand N 20 Mfiacrntc
- (e Dyattlo st 4y Z “a, R 2o 2.
o %7 7 o y
| il T ety ¥ X 74 “'-l‘, “\y /ﬁu«r"\"‘f \TeoX - Corcrneinad
0 T o Perons.. 7 &) [.

_PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE COPYIIGNTFHOTOGWH—NOTTO
1 2 3 4| SI —[ BE REPR( D PHOTOGRAPHIC-
107 /8q2 AI.LVMIHOUI PERMISSION OF THE

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON

Ll f lll]llllll!

The National Archives HO 107/1892 (Order #IL-1191)

74



11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Online newspaper records show many
advertisements for George Rottenberry’s
shop in Barnstaple. Here is one from 1851.

. Tho
L&

Nwspaper image © The British Libary Board. All rghts reserve.
With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

In late 1855 George Rottenberry’s shop fittings and stock were sold. He was, it seems,
bankrupt. The family must have been extremely pleased to have Elizabeth’s annuity at
this time.

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved.
With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1860s

The 1861 census shows that William Henry had moved to London. He was 26, and was
living in Paternoster Row, immediately by St Paul’s Cathedral. He was a draper’s assistant in
a large drapery owned by a Welshman, Benjamin George. In total there were about 50
apprentices and assistants employed there.

William Morgan in 1861
1881 England, Wales & Scotland Census
4E, Paternoster Row, St Faith, City of London, London & Middlesex, England
Household members (52 people)
First name(s] Lastname | Felationship | Marital status | Sex [ Age | Birth year | Dccupation Birth place
Einjamin Gearge - Unmarricd Pzl & 1853 | General... ‘wiarwickzhirs, England
Chriztapher - Unmarrizd Pzl 1 1850 Azziztant Mliddlezex, England
George Dunn - Unmarried Mzl 20 1541| Assistant -
Henry ' hike - Unmarried Mzl 21 1540| Azsiztant Leicester, Leicestershire, England
Charles Legg - Unmarricd Male | 23 1538 | Assisatant Mewbury, Berkshire, England
Robert Heley - Unmarricd Mlale 20 1541) Asziztant Fomerset, England
Tom... Evans - Unmarried Mlale 23 1638 | Assistant Carmarthen, Carmarthenshire, 'wales
George Hainthorpe |- Unmarried Plale a1 1634 | Assistant -
Jdahn Place - Unmarricd Pzl 27 1534 Azziztant Lamkbcth, Surrey, England
Jdahn Fudd - Unmarrizd Pzl 26 1835 | Azziztant Dwklin, Duklin, Irzland
Arthur Barnckt - Unmarried Mzl 26 1835 | Azsistant -
Fabert Young - Unmarried Mzl 23 1555 | Aszsistant Edenbridge, Kent, England
Matthew whilling - Unmarricd Male | 26 1335 Assistant Morthumberland, England
Famuel .. Gould - Unmarricd Mlale 26 1535 | Aggistant Fordingbridge, Kent, England
“william Biatchelor - Unmarried Mlale 25 1636 Assistant Diartford, Kent, England
Donald 3t George |- Unmarried Male | 22 1533 | General draper Corpach, Somerset, England
‘wialker Jazeph Handz - Unmarricd Pzl 26 1835 | Azziztant ‘wiare, HertFardzhire, England
Charles Pugsley - Unmarried Mzl 13 1345| Azsistant Diewan, England
Carnham Ghuin - Unmarried Mzl &l 1830| Azsistant *w'alden, Essex, England
Jdazeph Touwsley - Unmarried Mzl 21 1540| Azsiztant Leicester, Leicestershire, England
George Tun - Unmarricd Male | 21 1540 Assistants ‘w'orcestershire, England
Franciz Gudgell - Unmarricd Mlale a1 1540| Aggigtants HerefFardshire, England
Arthur Greeness - Unmarricd Mlale 14 1547 | Assistants Clagkon, Somerzct, England
“william Plorgan = Unmarried Pilale 26 1535 | Assistanks Earnstaple, Devon, England
willizm Sheat - Unmarrizd Pzl 14 1547 | Azziztantz -
Jdahn Deing Erian - Unmarried Mzl 14 1547 | Azsistants Diewan, England
Charles Arthur - Unmarried Mzl 2ar 1834 | Azsistants Euckinghamshire, England
Samuel Sufficld - Unmarried Mzl 23 1555 | Aszsiztants Eirmingham, ‘Warwickshire, England
Edward Hicktan - Unmarricd Mlale 25 1536 | Asgistants Eranbury, Chezhire, England
Charles ... Congtant - Unmarricd Mlale 26 1535 | Aegistants Diorset, England
dames Dianile - Unmarried Mlale 21 1540| Assistants Southampton, Hampshire, England
John Kennedy - Unmarried Plale 23 1636 - Kent, England
Jdahn David - Unmarricd Pzl 26 1535 - Marthampean, Morthamptonzhirs, England
Richard Hudd - Unmarried Mzl 1w 1344| Apprentice Fanwarth, Suffolk, England
Jdohn Rizden - Unmarried Mzl 16 1545 | Apprentice -
“william Thomas - Unmarried Mzl 17 1544 Apprentice Eamerset, England
George Fiets - Unmarried Male | 18 1545| ... drapers apprentics Furrey, England
Henry Dickgan - Unmarricd Mlale i 1544/ ... aggistant Mliddlezex, England
dohn Hansford - Unmarried Mlale i 1544/ ... apprentice -
Jozeph Eric - Unmarried Pl 22 1533 ...azsistant “Tarkshire, England
Jdahn Riley - Unmarricd Pzl 20 1541 ... azziztant Futland, England
Rabert Elythe - Unmarried Mzl 2ar 1834/ ... azsiztant -
George Frend - Unmarried Male | 18 1545 .. apprentice -
“william Selwaod - Unmarried Mzl 17 1544/ ... apprentics -
Henry Hemper - Unmarried Male | 17 1544 .. apprentice -
Charles Graham - Unmarried Mlale 16 1545 | Linen drapers assistant Ehadingficld, Torkshire, England
“william Edward - Unmarried Mlale 16 1545 | Linen drapers assistant Somerset, England
Thomas Sharp - Unmarried Male | 14 1547 | Linen drapers assistant Eioughton, Sussex, England
Edwin Eadley - Unmarricd Pzl 16 1545| Linen drapers azsistant Rackfard, Ezzex, England
David Daviz - Unmarried Mzl 20 1541] Linen drapers azsistant Talley, Carmarthenshire, 'Wales
Jdames Chapman - Unmarried Mzl 17 1544/ Linen drapers clerk “windzar, Buckinghamshire, England
Frederick Father - Unmarricd Male | 24 1337 Linen draper assistant Clapham, Surrey, England

Transcript of National Archives record R.G. 9/222
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

George Rottenberry got his business back on its feet after his bankruptcy. In 1861 he was
trading from other premises in Barnstaple High Street. His occupation is given as outfitter
and he employed 4 men. Their son John Morgan Rottenberry was 15 and was an assistant
in the shop. Their daughter Emily, who would have been 13, was not in the house on census
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In 1866, advertisements stopped being for George Rottenberry on his own, and started
being for ‘Rottenberry & Son’, when he went into partnership with John Morgan
Rottenberry.

This is the final advertisement for George This is the first advertisement for the

on his own. partnership.
THE NORTII DEVON JOURNAL.
_ Juumya.ises THE NORTII DEVON JOURNAL.
_ GEO. ROTTENBERRY
JIOROVEROOATS, Rindy oade orto Measurs April 10, 1586,
. o S L T T TTTTW R TITR RASTIR aTRAE ATMAEIER ERA fet
G ud%}lw TENBRRRY o M, Youbly M, BIGH-SYRERD, UARNSTAPLE.
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Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved. Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved.
With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk). (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

On 17t December 1866 William Henry Morgan married Sophia Anderson in Shoreditch,
London. His father’s name was left blank on the certificate. He was 33 and she was 29.
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Photograph ©Angela Morgan

In early 1869, George and John Rottenberry
dissolved their partnership.

George continued to trade in Barnstaple.
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Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved.
With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved.

With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive
(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).

John ran his own drapery, in Bideford.
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1870s

On 6" November 1870 George Rottenberry died, aged 57. The cause of death is given as a
fatty heart for many years, albuminuria for one year and a coma for one day. Albuminuria is
a disease of the kidneys, which people with diabetes are prone to having. He was in a coma
for a day before his death. Having a fatty heart makes it likely that he was overweight, had
contracted diabetes and slipped into a diabetic coma from which he never recovered. He

left a will, and Elizabeth inherited everything. His estate was quoted as simply being ‘effects
under £450’.
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The 1871 census shows that William Henry and Sophia were living in Hammersmith, with
two sons, George and Edward. William Henry was 37 and still working in a drapery.

Elizabeth was in Portsmouth; her age is given as 56. She was living with her daughter Emily
and her husband, and their two children.
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1880s

In the 1881 census, William Henry and Sophia were at the same address in Hammersmith.
They had 6 of their children living with them — Edward, Frank, Alfred, Ada, Edgar and
Gertrude. William Henry’s occupation was ‘shopman in the drapery trade’.
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Elizabeth had moved to the Portsea area of Portsmouth. She was no longer living with her
daughter but was lodging in the household of a ‘toy dealer’. She is shown as being 66, and
‘retired’.
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1890s

The 1891 census shows that William Henry and Sophia were still in Hammersmith but at a
different address. He was 57. They had 5 of their children living with them. Edgar is not
shown; maybe he had died. William Henry’s occupation is ‘draper’s assistant’.
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Elizabeth was still lodging in Portsea, but at a different address. Two other households
shared the house; a single 46-year-old female ‘teacher of music’ and her single 78-year-old
female aunt, and also a 74-year-old male Royal Marines pensioner and his 66-year-old wife.
She was 75. Her occupation was ‘living on own means’, showing that Beaple’s annuity was
still enough to keep her. She certainly had a lot to thank him for. One wonders whether she
would have said that Beaple or George were the love of her life.
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11. WILLIAM HENRY AND ELIZABETH’S LIFE AFTER BEAPLE

Elizabeth and William Henry — the 1900s

In the 1901 census, William Henry is shown as being a 67-year-old widower. He was a ‘fancy
draper’ in Fulham and employed his two daughters, Ada and Gertrude, who still lived with
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Elizabeth was 84, and was a boarder in the household of a 35-year-old single lady and her
21-year-old single cousin, in March, Cambridgeshire. She is shown as being deaf. Her son
John was living in March when she died in 1904, and was probably already living there in
1901. Elizabeth gives the impression of being an independent woman, not only financially
but also in herself. She moved around, lodging with various households. Probably as she
became old and deaf she felt inclined to be near a member of her family, although certainly
in 1901 even at the age of about 84, she was not living with her family, but just close at
hand. -
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

Elizabeth’s Death

Elizabeth Rottenberry died on the 22" May 1904. Her age is given as 89. She had senile
decay, which probably would be referred to as dementia or Alzheimer’s disease today. She
and her son John Morgan Rottenberry were both living in March High Street, and so it
seems that she spent the last three years or so of her life in his household.

She received her £50 annual annuity for 67 years.

The annuity from Beaple had been for the ‘joint and separate lives’ of Elizabeth and William
Henry (see page 65), and therefore entitlement to it should have passed to William Henry
after Elizabeth’s death. Letters held within the bundles of documents in Barnstaple cast
doubt over whether this did actually happen.

|
REGISTRATION DISTRICT NORTH WITCHFORD
1904  DEATH in the Sub-district of March in the County of Cambridge
Columns:— 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
No. When and Name and surname Sex Age Occupation @use of death Signature, description and When Signature of
where died ) residence of informant registered registrar

*

Photograph ©Angela Morgan

Elizabeth’s obituary was posted in the local Bideford newspaper. Bideford was where John
Morgan Rottenberry had opened his own drapery, after splitting from the partnership he
had with his father George in Barnstaple. John made no reference to his half-brother

William Henry at all. He would surely have been mentioned, if the brothers had been
remotely close?

THE BIDEFORD WEEELY GAZETTE, MAY 31, 1804.

Deaths.

CrLank.—May 22, at 17, Barnstaple Street, Hide-
ford, Emma, wife of Henry Dowell Clark,

7.

Ho‘t:li May 27, at 19, Richmond Terrace
Bideford, Mary, widow of Joseph Hole, aged
74.

RoTTENsERRY. —At March, lsle of Ely, on the
230d inst., Elizabeth, relic of the late George
Rotten , of Bamnstaple, in her goth year
Mother of J. M. Rottenberry, formerly a draper
in business in this town.

Newspaper image © The British Library Board. All rights reserved.
With thanks to The British Newspaper Archive (www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk).
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

Letters relating to Elizabeth’s legacy

The bundles of documents in Barnstaple contain several letters that make extremely
interesting reading.

There are four letters from William Henry to a firm of solicitors, Clarke and Lukin.
Unfortunately, there are no letters from Clarke and Lukin to William Henry, and so we are
left with gaps. Maybe they exist in another bundle of documents relating to Clarke and
Lukin —the company was based in Chard, Somerset.

There are also 4 letters from Waterlow & Sons Limited, in London. Waterlow & Sons were a
large company that printed stamps, currency, bond certificates etc. It appears they also had
a legal department that advised on legalities surrounding inheritance issues. These letters
are all to Clarke and Lukin, and refer to the annuity. William Henry would not have seen any
of these 4 letters.

28" May 1904

William Henry Morgan wrote to Clarke & Lukin (Elizabeth Morgan’s solicitors) to tell them
that Elizabeth had died. He wrote the letter from The Griffin hotel (this was in the High
Street, March, Cambridgeshire), where Elizabeth had been living for the last few years of
her life with John Morgan Rottenberry, her son and William Henry’s half-brother. He
enclosed a ‘journal’ containing notice of the death. (This was probably a local newspaper
report.) William Henry mentions that he actually lived in Ashford.

R The Griffin Hotel
% March
28/5/°04
Gentlemen
| beg to acquaint
you of the decease of
my Maother Mrs Rottenberry
lately resident here
& to forward the journal
containing notice of
this event. My own
residence is at Ashford
as heretofore — but at present
shopping until Monday.
| remain
Yours respectfully
W Henry Morgan
Mess Clarke & Lukin

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

Clarke & Lukin must have replied, offering their condolences and asking for the funeral
receipt.

2" June 1904

William Henry Morgan wrote to Clarke & Lukin from his home address, saying that John
Morgan Rottenberry would pass on the receipt.

2 The Clumps
Ashford
Midsx
2/6/04
Gentlemen
| beg to state in reply to
your letter — that
my Half-brother —
Mr J. M. Rottenberry
Griffin Hotel
March
will give you the
receipt required.
| thank you - for the expression
of regret for my Mothers
decease & remain
Yours respectfully
W H Morgan

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

-- June 1904

William Henry Morgan wrote to Clarke & Lukin saying that this was a second letter in the

same post, so presumably it was written on 2" June 1904.

He apologises for not having given them the actual date of Elizabeth’s death and confirms it
was 22"¥ May. The rest of the letter is quite confusing, and probably contains a mistake. He

says that he will explain why he has given his half-brother’s name as Elizabeth’s

representative. He has not really said that anyway — he has just stated that his half-brother

would pass on the funeral receipt.

The reason he gives is that he (William Henry) has agreed to contribute towards the funeral

costs. Surely this should have said that his half-brother had agreed to contribute?

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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2 The Clumps
Ashford
Midsx

_/6/04
Gentlemen
It has occurred to me
that in my letter also by
this Post — that | have
not given the date of
my mother’s decease.

Itis —Sunday —
(Whitsun) 22" May 1904 —
| think that | omitted this.
The reason for my
giving Mr J M Rottenberry

as her representative —
was that | have promised
to subscribe to the
expenses incurred by

the funeral arrangements.
This only — is the reason
for my wishing the
amount fixed on to be paid
to him.

| am thinking — that |

only, am the proper

living representative

and — but for the reason

| have stated - |




12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

He says that he himself is Elizabeth’s only proper representative, and promises to pay the
funeral reimbursement to his half-brother if Clarke & Lukin decide to pay it to him. He also
says that he understands that her ‘moiety’ descends to him. Moiety means a half or a part.
Does William Henry understand this? Possibly not, because the letter as a whole reads as
though he expects to inherit all of Elizabeth’s estate.

He concludes by saying that even if her moiety did not descend to him, he knows that his
half-brother would not make any claim on the inheritance (this is probably rather
optimistic), because his half-brother has a greatly superior position to himself. He has to
maintain himself and his daughter, with occasional help from his sons, he says. He says that
he knows the company will act as they deem best.

would have asked you to
pay it over to me.

As a matter in which |
feel my Honour involved,
I shall do so —if you should
decide to send to me
the Cheque.
| write this —in the
understan-
-ding that here-after
her moiety descends to me.

Did it not — | know
that Mr Rottenberry
would not press any claim
of this nature, as his worldly
position —is greatly
superior to mine.

I, having only this to

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)

depend upon - & maintain
a Daughter, with the
occasional assistance of
one or more of my Sons.

| have perfect confidence
that you will act — as you
deem best - & confide the
matter to your judgement.

Remaining
Yours respectfully
W Henry
Morgan

Messrs Clarke & Lukin

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

Clarke & Lukin must have written to Waterlow & Sons, asking whether any duty was
payable.

23" June 1904

Waterlow & Sons wrote to Clarke & Lukin.

The title of the letter is ‘Yeo’. They say that yes, some duty would be payable, but they
need more information in order to calculate how much. They ask for a copy of Elizabeth’s
will and for information about the investment that was producing the annuity.

Very unfortunately | cannot find a will, or a probate document.

Waterlows ask what the relationship is between Elizabeth and Beaple, and between
William Henry and Beaple.

They end by saying that the representative of the will of R Yeo (should say B Yeo), to whom
the investment producing the annuity will have been transferred, is the person responsible
for the duty. Explanation of vested assets: “An asset vests in a person when title to the
asset is transferred to that person”.

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL) (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

25™ June 1904

Waterlow & Sons wrote to Clarke & Lukin. The title of the letter is ‘Beaple Yeo’. They say
that there is no Estate Duty payable, as Elizabeth’s estate had ample available to pay it.
In view of the final paragraph, it seems that, by her ‘estate’, they mean the value of the
investment producing the annuity, and that anything due would be deducted from it.

Bearing in mind that the original amount invested into the annuity was just over £1000, and
that £50 per year had been paid for 67 years since 1837, it is hard to see how there would
have been ‘ample available’, unless additional funds had been invested by one or more of
the people who would have inherited the responsibility for it during those years.

They go on to say that Legacy Duty would not be payable at that point, but may become
payable on the death of the second life (i.e. William Henry). They end by saying that,
naturally, there are a lot of papers to be examined, which may take a while, but that any
duty will be deducted from the annual sum to be paid to the annuitant (i.e. William Henry).

There will o:

number of papers to be

set House, and the ;nquiry
time, out the Duty 1if any
death of Mrs. liorgan will be

Trustecs, and will of course

— S
the annual sum to‘_b’é;ia.idﬁ
We return the Probate.

¥

| Messrs. Cl

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL) (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
The above letter appears to be quite clear that something will continue to be paid to
William Henry. | think that John Morgan Rottenberry may have intervened, and laid claim to
Elizabeth’s annuity income. If he did indeed do that, perhaps he had some justification for
doing so, because he had looked after her in his hotel for about 3 years whilst she suffered
from ‘senile decay’.
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

Undated

We do not know when this letter was written, and where it should come in the letter chain.
It seems to me that Clarke & Lukin must have written to William Henry, perhaps making the
case for his half-brother John Morgan Rottenberry to receive the annuity in the future. It
does read as though it is the final letter in the exchange between him and Clarke & Lukin.

The letter is short and to the point. William Henry thanks them for their letter and says that
it is just for his half-brother to receive the money that Elizabeth ‘would have had if living’.
Presumably this means her income, in other words the annuity. It should have been paid to
William Henry because Beaple’s will said the annuity was for ‘their joint and separate lives’'.
William Henry had probably never seen the will, and Elizabeth may not have ever disclosed
the source of her income.

Why did William Henry relinquish this, when it is clear he was in need of funds? Perhaps for
one or all of the following reasons;
e he did not have the financial resources to pay for legal advice and direction
e he agreed that his half-brother was due some reimbursement for caring for Elizabeth
¢ he did not know that the annuity legally belonged to him on Elizabeth’s death

2 The Clumps
Ashford
Mid’s’x

Gentlemen
| thank

you for your letter — which
is now to hand.
It is but just that
Mr. J.M Rottenberry
should receive the money
which our mother
would have had if
living.

| remain

Yours respectfully
W Henry Morgan

Messrs Clarke & Lukin

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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12. ELIZABETH’S DEATH AND LEGACY

6™ July 1904

Waterlow’s letter to Clarke & Lukin, in which they confirm that the annuity will not give rise
to and duty on the deaths of ‘Mr and Mrs Morgan’. (Presumably this means on the death of
Elizabeth (i.e. at present), or on the death of William Henry (whenever that may occur).

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust
(North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)
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13. THE DEATH OF WILLIAM HENRY AND HIS HALF-BROTHER

The deaths of William Henry and his half-brother

Elizabeth’s two sons, William Henry Morgan and John Morgan Rottenberry, both died in
early 1909, 5 years after their mother.

William Henry Morgan died on the 22" January 1909. His effects were worth £155.
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MORGAN William Henry of 2 the Clumps Ashford Middlesex
died 22 January 190Q Probate London 26 February to
Edward Morgan commercial clerk. Effects £155.

From the National Archives Wills and Probate index (1858 — 1996) Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.

John Morgan Rottenberry was a hotel proprietor at the Griffin Hotel when he died on the
27" March 19009. His effects were worth £2894.

ROTTENBERRY John Morgan of March Isle of Ely
Cambridgeshire hotel proprietor died 27 March 1909
Probate Peterborough 4 May to Bessie Rottenberry widow
and Arthur Harold Farrington clerk.

Effects 42804 18s. 1d.

From the National Archives Wills and Probate index (1858 — 1996) Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.
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What different lives the two men had. Although both entered the drapery trade, William
Henry’s career seems to have progressed at a much slower rate than that of his half-
brother. John’s father set him up in his own shop at a young age, and he moved on to
become a hotel proprietor. Ironically, William Henry had the blood of an affluent and
influential family, but does not seem to have ever benefited from that. By relinquishing his
right to inherit the annuity, he even failed to spend the last 5 years of his life in a more
comfortable financial situation.

Death did not differentiate between the men; they both died of bronchitis and emphysema,
with John having also had cirrhosis of the liver for some years.
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Conclusion

We now know that our Morgan family would never have existed, if Elizabeth Morgan and
Beaple Yeo had married. In blood, if not in name, we are in fact Yeos.

It has only been possible to learn everything contained and explained here, by virtue of
several pieces of sheer luck:

e Sheila Yeo transcribed all the Yeo wills, and published them online

e Elizabeth Morgan changed the Parish Register entry (if she had not, the will would
have provided a hunch, but it would not have been possible to definitively connect
Beaple Yeo with her child)

e The trend existed for bills to be settled once a year, which enabled us to learn so
much day-to-day detail by them being included in the will’s estate documents

e The records having been so well preserved by the South West Records Office, and
information about their existence being available from the National Archives

| hope that this document will interest some other members of the Morgan family, in
particular the younger ones, such as my son Jeremy. They need to pass on the knowledge
to their own children, so that the facts never again become blurred and inaccurate.

The final image in this book shows the reference numbers of the document bundles held in
Barnstaple, in case anybody else ever wants to examine them. | may even have another
look at them myself one day, just to be able to hold the original pieces of paper in my hands
once again, and to feel myself transported back to that other world.

ATV oga/\/

Angela Jane Morgan
November 2021



Here are photographs of document bundles 1/42B/FW195 and 1/42B/FW196, held at the
North Devon Records Office in Barnstaple.

With thanks to the South West Heritage Trust (North Devon Record Office, Tuly Street, Barnstaple, EX31 1EL)



